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CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION . . . . 
 

Please join the UCC Church Council as we move forward 

and make decisions that affect the future of our ministries 

and our church.   

 

Wednesday, June 12th  

5:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Fireside Room 

Supper will be provided 

 

The time for talk is over, even though the time for listening 

must always be present.  Thank you to all who have shared 

your visions over the past year for the future of the Gaylord 

UCC.  On June 12, we need your help to decide WHAT 

TO DO to achieve those visions and continue to serve the 

Gaylord community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

                               For more information see page 5. 
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June Ushers: Chuck Klimmek, Pauline Marlinski  

June Greeters:  Dick and Gail Estenson  

          6-2, 6-9, 6-16 

                           Agnes Schue, Beth Wilson 

           6-23, 6-30 

June Acolyte:   Jaci Tourtellott     

__________________________ 

Fellowship Hour: 

 

June 2 ........................................................... open 

June 9 ........................................................... open 

June 16 ......................................................... open 

June 23 ......................................................... open 

June 30 ......................................................... open 



Lectionary Readings for the Month of June 

June 2, 2013: Second Sunday of Pentecost  

Kings 18:20-39, Psalm 96, Galatians 1:1-12, Luke 7:1-

10. UCC Theme: Faith of an Outsider. 

June 9, 2013: Third Sunday of Pentecost  

1 Kings 17:8-24, Psalm 146, Galatians 1:11-24, Luke 

7:11-17.  UCC Theme: Gorgeous Compassion. 

June 16, 2013: Fourth Sunday of Pentecost  

1 Kings 21:1-21a, Psalm 5:1-8, Galatians 2:15-21, Luke 

7:36–8:3.  UCC Theme: Choose Justice. 

June 23, 2013:  Fifth Sunday of Pentecost  

1 Kings 19:1-15a, Psalm 42, Galatians 3:23-29, Luke 

8:26-39.  UCC Theme: In God’s Presence. 

June 30, 2013:  Sixth Sunday of Pentecost  

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14, Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20, Galatians 5:1, 

13-25, Luke 9:51-62.  UCC Theme: Pick Up the Mantle. 

 

Among those who were lifted up in prayer this past 

month:  Jean Feehan, those who have been ill, are 

homebound and those at Oak Terrace. Our Sunday 

school teachers and students, music leaders and our 

Confirmation class. We also pray for farmers and rural 

communities and our Mission 4/1 Earth initiative.  

Pray for Brit Keithahn, Alex Thoele, Mark Thoele, May 

and Raymond Ysasaga, and others in the military.  
 

Thank you to all of the Sunday School teachers for 

your leadership and dedication this past Sunday School 

year. Thank you also to the Confirmation Mentors for 

your dedication to the Confirmation program.   

A special thank you to all our music leaders, choir and 

accompanists.  Choir  will resume again in September. 

Thank you to those who volunteered in any way to 

make the Singing Friends Concert a success on May 2.  

The concert was great and well attended.  Thanks again. 

 

To Pastor Hank and Gaylord UCC, thank you for 

welcoming the Singing Friends for our spring concert on 

May 2.  We loved singing at the church and appreciated 

the help and support of you and many others in the 

congregation and community that made it possible.   

                         Karen de Boer, Singing Friends Chorus 
 

News and Notes: 

§ Pastor Hank will be gone for Annual Meeting and 

time off June 8-11. Emergency pastoral needs should 

be directed to Deacons Harriet Troldahl or Dale 

Johnson. 

§ Special thanks to Rev. Brian Brosz for leading 

Worship on Sunday, June 9. 

§ Worship continues to be at 9:00 a.m. June, July, & 

August.  Communion will be June 2 and July 7 and 

August 4.   

§ Continuing the Conversation... Wednesday, June 

12 at 5:00 p.m. Light supper provided. 

§ Flag Day - June 14.  

§ Fatherôs Day - June, 16. 

§ First day of summer - June 21. 

Watch for more information: 

§ Pepsi with the Pastor - Thursdays in  July. 

§ Blessing of the Pets Service - Sunday, July 28 at 

9:00 a.m. City Park Shelter. More information to 

follow. 

§ Pie and Ice Cream Social - Friday, August 9 from 

11 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

_______________________ 

The Joy of Service 

I slept and dreamt that life was joy. 

I awoke and saw that life was service.   

I acted and behold, service was joy. 

                                                     - Rabindranath Tagore 
 

Courage 

“Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage 

is also what it takes to sit down and listen.”   

                                                           -Winston Churchill 
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       ñReading, Recreating, Renewingò      

READING - one of the better books that I have read recently for Church life and Christian theology is “Why 

Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha  and  Mohammed  Cross the Road?”  by Brian McClaren.  It  boldly articulates  

a challenging new vision for modern-era  Protestant Christianity and church life.  An important phrase he lifts 

up is “Strong-Benevolent” in terms of Christianity relating to other religions and their understanding  of God’s 

presence in the world.  

 

RECREATING -  the past year or so I have been doing Yoga exercise a few times a week for about a half-

hour.   Although Yoga has origins in Hindu  spirituality,  we can appreciate its focus on the interconnectedness 

of body, mind and spirit.    It is a special kind of  “recreating”  that any of us can do at our own pace for physi-

cal and spiritual  well-being.   The physical therapy expert in my home is also a big proponent!  A couple of  

excellent half-hour DVD’s that Eileen and I use are “Yolanda Pettinato and Peggy Cappy (PBS fame).     

 

RENEWING - I hope that during  the gift of  summer  we all experience  times of periodic renewal ( Sab-

bath )  as a way to refresh and renew ourselves for the sacred responsibilities of family, work, and goodwill 

efforts.     

      ñHomelessness and Affordable Housingò 

ñHomelessness and Affordable Housing.ò   This topic was on the New Ulm Clergy Association’s agenda 

during the month of May and is an issue in all communities.   It so happens that area churches have also re-

cently received an Informational Letter about a 9-county organization (including Sibley) based in Mankato - 

“Partners for Affordable Housing” - which also helps folks with short-term emergency housing needs.    One 

of the basic necessities of all God’s children is “shelter.”  How can our churches continue to be of help, along 

with our governmental agencies, for those with no place to lay their head?     Perhaps this can be a mission  

focus in the 2nd half of 2013. 

++++++++++++ 

ñHAPPY FATHERôS DAYò on June 16 to all men -- because we all have the opportunity of sharing those 

spiritual qualities of  “fatherhood”  with children of our nuclear families, church families, or other communal  

outreach on behalf of children.     

MINNESOTA CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING is the weekend of June 7-9.    

 

       Blessings, Hank 
        

       “No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”  

Pastor Hank will be attending the MN Conference UCC Annual Meeting and have some time 

away from June 8 - 11.   Emergency pastoral care please contact Deacons Harriet Troldahl or Dale 

Johnson.   

Thank you to Rev. Brian Brosz who will be preaching on Sunday, June 9. 
 

Pastor’s regular office hours or time of visiting are Wednesdays from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., Thursdays 

from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1- 4:30 p.m. and Friday afternoons as needed.   If you need to reach him call the 

church office 237-2595 or New Ulm UCC at 507-354-4242 or his cell 507-217-9848.   
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June Presidentôs Notes 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Singing 

Friends concert last month.  Our congregation is well 

known throughout the community for supporting mu-

sic and the arts.   Thanks for all your work! 

Pastor Hank shared with council his experience with 

Pepsi with the Pastor in April and heard feedback 

from council members.   Because of the good recep-

tion, we are looking forward to repeating this out-

reach on Thursday evenings in July.  More infor-

mation will be in the July Parish Paper.  

Remember the lists of volunteer opportunities avail-

able to support our boards and committees?  Council 

has revisited the duties on those lists and will be shar-

ing them soon and asking for members to sign up and 

help out wherever you are able.  For example, upcom-

ing soon is the spring clean-up sponsored by the Trus-

tees.  Please join in the fun! 

Council followed up last month’s decision to purchase 

a new computer for the office with a decision to move 

forward on a new website for the Gaylord UCC.  This 

would be the first step in becoming more “connected” 

and available on the Web to the younger residents of 

the area who might search the Internet for information 

on churches.  We want to be there sharing all the ac-

tivities and missions that might interest them. 

Finally, it was decided to use our regular council 

meeting time next month to discuss future programs 

and ministries.  The goal is to follow through on the 

congregation-wide visioning that was held last year 

and move forward on actions and decisions to rebuild 

our congregation.  Please join us on June 12 at 5:00 

p.m.  Your voice is welcome! 

Pauline Marlinski, Council President 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Womenôs Fellowship Update  

Our next meeting will be on  

Monday, June 10 at 12:00 p.m.   

Come join us. 

 

 

 

 

ñIce Cream Newsò 

Our annual Pie and Ice Cream Social  

will be held on  

Friday, August 9, from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

We will be serving Sloppy Joes!!   

Look for the signup sheet on the table in the  

Fellowship Hall and sign up to bring a donation of 

pies, cakes, desserts.  Workers are also needed to 

set up, serve and clean up.  

Please consider helping in some way. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrim Point Camp 
 

      ñGet to the Point - A Place to Meet Jesusò 

            “Weekend Intergenerational Camp”  

We are having a camping weekend with New Ulm 

UCC again this summer  August 30 - Sept. 1.  

Check out the signup sheet on the table in the Fel-

lowship Hall and join us for a weekend of fun!! 
 

Mark your calendar for other Camps and  

Retreats at Pilgrim Point Camp:  

July Family Camp - July 14-19               

August Family Camp - August 4-9/  

Eco Justice Training - August 11 – 14    

Womenôs Retreat - September 20—22/ 

Fall Middle School CYE October 4 – 6    

Fall High School CYE October 18 – 20. 

Scholarship money is available. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    CONTINUING THE CONVERSTIONé 

       ON THE WAY TO TAKING ACTION! 

 

   Let’s be somebody. 

       Let’s do something. 

            Let’s do it now. 

 

We’ve spent the past year: 

Attending training sessions that helped us learn 

how to revitalize our small, rural church. 

Listening to each other as we shared our visions 

for a future Gaylord UCC. 

Having conversations about the values we share 

and the dreams we want to explore. 

 

The time for talk is over, even though the time for 

listening must always be present.  We have the tal-

ent.  We have the cash.  And now here’s the motiva-

tion: 

We have 103 members 

74 members are active 

65 of our active members are 49 years or older 

Thus, we only have 9 active members under the age 

of 49.  That means that in 15 years, almost all of our 

members will be over the age of 65.  One-half of our 

members will be 80 years or older. 

 

THAT ISéIF WE DO NOTHING.  Please join us 

from 5-8 pm on Wednesday, June 12.  At worst, you 

will get a free meal…AND…you will have a good 

time making decisions that will affect the future of 

our Gaylord UCC!  At best, by 8 pm we will have 

made decisions on what we must AND will do in 

2013 and 2014 to rebuild our congregation. We’ll 

decide what we must do… and then we’re going to 

finish Job #1, which is… 

 

We want to connect the ministries of the Gaylord 

UCC with the needs of the Gaylord community, 

so we can faithfully use our collective resources of 

time, talent, and treasure. 

 

 

If we succeed, we will rebuild our congregation, so 

that it becomes an open and safe place for families of 

all ages to deepen their faith.  If we succeed, we will 

use some of our “cash” to take risks, explore new 

opportunities to serve God, and reach out to people 

in need.  If we succeed, we will continue to be an 

asset to the Gaylord community. If we do nothing, in 

15 years the Gaylord UCC will likely become the 

“United Church of Cash,” with an empty building, 

but money in the bank. 

 

Please come help us decide what to doéso we can 

DO SOMETHING to build a new future.  And if 

you are unable or unwilling to participate in the con-

versation, decision, and investment, we ask you to 

participate by giving us your prayers, your support, 

and your trust. 
 

Thanks.  See you June 12 - 5:00 p.m.   

Dinner.  Discussion.  Decision. 
 

The FUTURE IS NOW for the new Gaylord 

ñUnited Church of Community Connections!ò 

                                          UCC Church Council 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All or Nothing 

You will not stroll into Christlikeness with your 

hands in your pockets, shoving the door open with a 

careless shoulder. This is no hobby for one’s leisure 

moments, taken up at intervals when we have noth-

ing much to do, and put down and forgotten when 

our life grows full and interesting. … It takes all 

one’s strength, and all one’s heart, and all one’s 

mind, and all one’s soul, given freely and recklessly 

and without restraint.  
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Mission 4/1 Earth Tree Planting Event 

As part of the UCC’s Mission 4/1 Earth, we gathered 

at Fran and Howard Armstrong’s farm Sat., May 11 to 

help plant trees and bushes.  

The Armstrong’s purchased the trees through Soil and 

Water Conservation District. The trees will act as wind 

break, thereby helping control wind erosion. (If I re-

member correctly  elementary earth science!) 
 

Participants included Howard and two of the Arm-

strong sons, Sue and Phil Keithahn, Shannon Hruska, 

Ewald Keller, Chuck Klimmek, Pauline Marlinski, 

Ginger and Lynnette Ott and their guests, Ciara Pierce 

and Bianca Mendez and this reporter. Fran Armstrong 

and Ruby Keller provided the meal.  We planted 58 

trees and shrubs, including lilac bushes and dogwood 

trees. 

Many people also took home letters to sign. I do not 

have a count on who mailed theirs. Please let me 

know. 
 

I counted out labor hours as 14, since 14 people 

worked about an hour at planting. The rest of time was 

spent visiting, eating and enjoying the beauty of the 

Armstrong’s farm.  
 

Maybe we can celebrate Arbor Day next year out 

there! 

Thank you all for supporting Mission 4/1 Earth.  

                                        Submitted by Liz Reishus 

 

 

Update from the Mission Board 

The From The Heart Offering of $ 105.76  was col-

lected for Strengthen the Church Offering on May 

12.  Thanks to all who contributed! 

Our From the Heart Offering, collected on June 10, 

will go towards the Mission Board Scholarships fund 

for our young adult members.  We ask that you be gen-

erous in your donation to assist our UCC students in 

furthering their education.  We encourage students at-

tending post secondary education to apply for a  schol-

arship. Applications are available on the table in the 

Fellowship Hall and should be given to any Mission 

Board member or turned into the secretary's office by 

July 21.  Awards will be made in August. 

 

 

Update from Trustees 

§ Trustees discussed switching to 200 watt LED 

bulbs in the church.  

§ Dick and Ewald are working on getting the door on 

the sign out front fixed.  

§ The curtain separating the sanctuary and Fellow-

ship Hall will be worked on soon.  

§ The ceiling in men's bathroom has been leaking. 

Chuck is looking into this.  

Mike Walsh, Trustee Council Representative 

 

 

Congregational Care & Outreach update 

CC&O met April 21st.  Items of business discussed 

were as follows: 

§ CC&O will assemble and donate a "FAMILY 

FUN"   basket to the carnival for Sibley East 

Schools (raises funds for elementary school activi-

ties and technology items) 

§ Thank you to those who helped with the Singing 

Friends Concert in May. 

§ Each member of CC&O are to come up with ideas 

for the next year and present these at the next meet-

ing. 

     Kathy Tourtellott, CC&O Council Representative 
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 The gift of “legacies” is implied in the promise 

of resurrection.   In the season of Easter-tide we still 

proclaim that Christ is alive and continuing to work 

in and through God’s church and God’s people! 

      On Memorial Sunday (May 26 this year) we lift 

up our remembrances of unique gifts that Beloved 

Ones have reflected down through the ages – in the 

stewardship of their lives.   The national observance 

is somewhat akin to the church year observance we 

know as “All Saints” on the first Sunday in Novem-

ber.   Of course, there is always a hesitancy for us to 

focus on the treasure part of our spiritual legacies.  

And yet, when the challenges of resources is greater, 

like it is in this current  time, God’s people so often 

rise to the occasion with their yearly giving, special 

giving or one-time legacies (wills/bequests).   In-

deed the Church down through the ages has relied 

on all of these aspects of stewardship. 

 Please pray about how you might be moved in 

the manner of legacy/planned giving.  As always, 

we honor confidentiality in this process.  Jesus and 

Paul in our Biblical history often spoke of the deep 

reward and blessing of vital sharing for furthering 

God’s realm.  We have much to offer in our unique 

UCC witness.                                                             

 From a former bulletin cover ð and still relevant!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

June  Birthdays 
 

03 ........................................ Kelly Pinske Hickles 

05 ................................................ Brandon Meyer 

05 ........................................................ Ginger Ott 

05 ................................................... Tara Swenson 

06 .............. ……………………………Jodi Pfarr 

08 ................. ……………………Shaylee Exsted 

10 ............................................. Pauline Marlinski 

10  ........................................................ Ron Max 

10 .................................................... Barb Sneltjes 

12 .............................................. Logan Wagenius 

15 ............................................. Nathan Wagenius 

18 .............................................. Tim Solomonson 

19 ................................................ Cheryl Messner 

23 ....................................................... Lynette Ott 

28  ................................................... Jason Meyer 

29  .................................................. Sue Keithahn 

30 ................................................. Ethan Pomplun 

The United Church of Christ 

318 4th Street—P.O. Box 385 

Gaylord, MN  55334 

Return service requested 

  

United Church of Christ 
318 4th Street 

Gaylord, MN  55334-0385 
507-237-2595 or 507-237-5846 

Office—uccgaylord@gmail.com  

Pastor - hankcampbellucc@newulmtel.net          

This newsletter is a monthly publication of the  

Gaylord United Church of Christ 

Sunday Worship - 9:00 a.m. 

Coffee-Fellowship Hour 10:00 a.m. 

Communion is the 1st  Sunday of the month 

Pastor - Rev. Hank Campbell 

Council President - Pauline Marlinski 

Church Secretary - Cindy Johnson 


