
Childrenôs Christmas Program 
Sunday, Dec. 14th   
during our 9:30 a.m.  
Worship Service. 

 

ñThe Birth of Jesusò  
Join us as the children share the  

meaning of Christmas. 
 

All children and youth are invited to join us for a  

Birthday Party for Jesus and breaking of the Pi¶ata  

beginning at 10:30 a.m.  
 

Practice for the program will be  
Saturday, December 13 from 9:30 a.m. - 11:00. 
There will not be Sunday School on Dec. 28.  
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    Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Service  

Wednesday, December 24, 2014 

at 7:30 p.m.  

Celebrate with us at our  

ñFamily Christmas Eveò  

Worship Service  

as we tell with story and song the  

arrival of the Christ Child.  

Candles illuminate our story and light  

invades the dark as the  

Light of the World has come!  

Our service will conclude with the traditional 

 candle lighting and singing of  

ñSilent Night, Holy Night.ò  

 



Ushers: Kevin Thies family  

Greeters:  Jeff Meyer family 

12-7, 12-14  

Michelle Exsted family  

12-21, 12-28 

Acolyte:  Krystal Exsted 

Fellowship Hour:  

December 7  ééééééééééé.open 

December 14 .......................... Board of Education  

December 21  éééééééééé...open  

December 28  éééééééééé...open  

_______________________________________ 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR DECEMBER  

Dec. 7, 2014: Second Sunday of Advent  
Isa 40:1-11, Psalm 85 1-2, 8-13, 2 Peter 3:8-15,  

Mark 1:1-8.  

Dec. 14, 2014: Third Sunday of Advent  

Isa 61:1-11, Psalm 126, 1 Thess. 5:16-24, John 1:6-

8, 19-28.  

Dec. 21, 2014: Fourth Sunday of Advent  

2 Sam. 7:1-11, Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26, Romans 16:25-

27,  Luke 1:26-38.  

Dec. 28, 2014: First Sunday after Christmas 

Isa 61:10-62, Psalm 148, Gal. 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40.  

Among those who were lifted up in prayer this 

past month: Helen Van Brunt, Lorraine Walsh, 

others who have been ill or are home bound and 

those at Oak Terrace. We also pray those serving in 

the military.  

Prayer Chain: If you would like to be  

remembered in prayer or are in need of pastoral care 

please contact the church office (507) 237-2595 or 

call one of the prayer chain captains. If you would 

like to be a part of the prayer chain please contact 

one of the prayer chain captains: Barb Sneltjes (237-

2208) or Jan Carlson (237-2246). 

Please call the Church Office: When your phone 

number, address or email address change so that 

church records can be updated. When you or a loved 

one are admitted to the hospital. When your group 

plans to hold a meeting, so it can be placed on the 

church calendar. Thank You.  

 

 

Our sympathy and prayers go to Eunice Gasow 

and family on the passing of Euniceôs husband, 

Alex Gasow.  

Our sympathy and prayers are with the family of 

Jean Feehan who passed away on November 12. 

Our sympathy and prayers are with Mark and Sta-

cy Pauly on the passing of Markôs grandmother. 
 

Our sympathy and prayers are with Gary and 

Sandy Wentzloff and family on the passing of 

Garyôs mother, Bernice Wentzlaff. 

Our sympathy and prayers are with Michelle and 

Jeff Exsted and family on the passing of Michelleôs 

grandmother, Karoline Guptill.   

 

Thank You. 

Dear Gaylord UCC and Rev. Hank Campbell. 

I am writing to say thank you for all that you and 

your congregation did for the celebration of my 

Grandpa Alex Gasowôs life on Oct. 25, 2014.  At a 

very difficult time for my family and I, your acts of 

love and comfort were greatly appreciated.  The ser-

vice and luncheon were wonderful and I appreciate 

your efforts.  The love of Christ was present in you 

all that day.   

Sincerely, Tanner Gasow (grandson) and the rest of 

the Gasow family. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gaylord UCC Annual Meeting  

On Sunday, January 18, at 10:30 a.m. we will 

gather after worship to hold our Annual 

Meeting. On the agenda are the budget for 2015, the 

slate of nominees for offices, boards and 

committees, whether to have a Food Shelf fund rais-

er in 2015, and other issues which members may 

bring to the meeting.  Light refreshments will be 

served by council members.  
 

***Boards and committees are reminded to 

have their annual reports turned in to the 

church office by Tuesday, January 6. 



A Special Babyé. 
 

Mark Lowry, who wrote the lyrics to the Christmas song 

ñMary, Did You Know?ò says heôs always been amazed by 

Maryôs silence at the cross, as her son was being crucified. 

Maybe she was remembering back to that first Christmas, he 

wonders, when she counted Jesusô fingers and toes.  

 

ñI wonder if she realized then that those were the same fin-

gers that had scooped out the oceans and formed the seas. I 

wonder if she realized those were the same feet that had 

walked on streets of gold and been worshiped by angels. 

Those little lips were the same lips that had spoken the 

world into existence. When Mary kissed her little baby, she 

wasnôt just kissing another baby; she was kissing the face of 

God.ò  

 

Mary silently watched her son die 33 years later, Lowry 

notes ð not just for the world but also for his own mother. 

ñThe baby boy she had delivered on that first Christmas was 

now on a cross delivering her.ò 

__________________________________ 

 

Upside Down? 
Even amid increased secularization, God makes the core 

Christmas message known. Take, for example, the story of a 

ñwinter pageantò a mother attended at her sonôs grade 

school. Songs of reindeer, snow and Santa included one ti-

tled ñChristmas Love,ò in which the youngest performers 

held up letters as the song progressed: ñC,ò ñH,ò etc.  

 

When a little girl unknowingly held her ñMò upside down, 

the older kids snickered and the adult audience smiled ac-

ceptingly. But as the song drew to a close and all the letters 

were revealed, surprised recognition struck the Christians in 

the room.  

 

ñCHRISTWAS LOVE,ò read the string of student-borne 

letters. Godôs truth had penetrated the human clutter and 

confusion around Christmas ð as it has power to do 

throughout our lives: ñChrist was love.ò And of course, he 

still is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñMary Did You Knowò 
                                         by Mark Lowry 
 

Mary, did you know 

that your Baby Boy would one day walk on water? 

Mary, did you know 

that your Baby Boy would save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your Baby Boy has come to make you 

new? 

This Child that you delivered will soon deliver you. 

 

Mary, did you know 

that your Baby Boy will give sight to a blind man? 

Mary, did you know 

that your Baby Boy will calm the storm with His hand? 

Did you know that your Baby Boy has walked where angels 

trod? 

When you kiss your little Baby you kissed the face of God? 

 

Mary did you know. 

 

The blind will see. 

The deaf will hear. 

The dead will live again. 

The lame will leap. 

The dumb will speak 

The praises of The Lamb. 

 

Mary, did you know 

that your Baby Boy is Lord of all creation? 

Mary, did you know 

that your Baby Boy would one day rule the nations? 

Did you know that your Baby Boy is heaven's perfect 

Lamb? 

The sleeping Child you're holding is the Great,  

I Am. 

 

 

 

 

. 


