
You are invited to 

RALLY SUNDAY! 
ñGiving God Do-Minion in My Lifeò 

Sunday, September 13, 2015   
Sunday Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship follows Worship 
Sunday School 10:30  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope to see you on the 13th!  
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Worship Information: 

Ushers: Ted Pinske, Agnes Schue 

Greeters:   Harriet Troldahl 

      9-6, 9-13 

                    Chip Wolverton family 

        9-20, 9-27 
____________________________________________________________________ 

Fellowship Hour: 
 

September 6 .................................................. open 

September 13 .......... Rally SundayðBoard of Ed 

September 20 ................................................ open 

September 27 ................................................ open 

 

Lectionary Readings for  September 
 

Sept. 6, 2015: Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

Ex 12:1-14, Ps 149, Romans 13:8-14, Matt. 18:15-20  

Sept. 13, 2015:  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ex 14:19-31, Ps 114, Romans 14:1-12, Matt. 18:21-35.   

Sept. 20, 2015:  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ex 16:2-15, Ps 145:1-8, Phil. 1:21-30, Matt 20:1-16.   

Sept. 27, 2015:  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ex. 17:1-7, Ps 25:1-9, Phil. 2:1-13, Matt. 21:23-32.  

 

Among those who were lifted up in prayer this past 

month: Jeff Pomplun, Cayden Turbett, Lorraine Walsh, 

Albert Meyer, Rueben Meyer, Dennis Mead, Jackie 

Armstrong (granddaughter of Howard and Fran Arm-

strong),  Jon Bratsch (Candy and Don Swensonôs son-in

-law), others who have been ill or are home bound and 

those at Oak Terrace.  Pray for the ministries of our 

church in 2015.  Also pray for those serving in the mili-

tary. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers to Gloria Sinell and Liz Kuphal 

on the passing of their brother John Huffman. 
 

Dear UCC Congregation, words cannot express all the 

love and appreciation Maceo and I hold for  you!  A 

warm loving thank you for the wonderful, fun shower.  

It was such a delight to see and visit with so many of  

you.  A grateful heartfelt  thank you for all the extra lov-

ing touches people did for Maceoôs baptism.  The spe-

cial effects on the screen and beautiful music made the 

service extra special.  The cupcakes and decorated cake 

after the service were delicious! :-)   The video we re-

ceived of the service will be enjoyed for years to come. 

Thank you all for holding Maceo and I in your loving 

arms.  Much love and gratitude, Maceo and Jodi Pfarr. 
 

 

News and Notes: 
 

§ Church Secretary, Cindy Johnson, will be on va-

cation Sept. 7 - 11th. 

§ Sun. Sept. 6 Worship with Communion 9:30 a.m. 

with Fellowship Hour following. 

§ Choir practice begins Wed., Sept. 9 at 7:00 p.m. 

Our first Sunday to sing will be Sept. 20. 

§ Sunday, September 13 is Rally Sunday beginning 

at 9:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time begins at 10:30 a.m.   

Sunday School, including a time for music, will 

begin at 10:30. 

§ Music on Main will be Sept. 9 and 23 beginning at 

5:00 p.m. 

§ Church Council meets Wed., September 9th at 5:30 

p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Itõs cheaper that therapy! 
Singing builds confidence, reduces stress and  

anxiety and raises endorphins.  NO kidding!   

So come out for rehearsal and see what a  

great time we have! 
 

Choir will begin practice on   

 Wednesday, September 9  -  6:30 p.m.  

We are hoping to sing on September 20.  
 

Come join us! 
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PASTORALLY SPEAKING. . .  
 
Alice was a woman in my home church, the one I 

grew up in, attending Sunday school, church, youth 

meetings and all the activities that we used to take 

part in at church. She was there when the doors 

opened and was the one to lock them up when all 

were gone. 

 

She was a Sunday school teacher, Deacon, board 

member, missions leader, and one of the first wom-

en elders in the church. She gave much of her life to 

the work of the church. But we never saw her hus-

band. That was the way it was with many women in 

churches at that time. 

 

Shortly before his death, her husband finally accept-

ed her regular urgings to come to church with her 

and then to profess his faith in Jesus the Christ. He 

died just about a month or so after that. 

 

In a church newsletter a few months after his death, 

a poem was printed that had been written by Alice. 

It was a beautiful poem about her love for her hus-

band, the joys they shared in life, and the love of 

their family. At the end of the poem she wrote of the 

great joy she had experienced in her heart the day he 

had come to church and confessed his faith in 

Christ. In the last line of the poem she asked the 

rhetorical question, ñHow much more joy could we 

have shared if you had come with me earlier to 

church and to God.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever notice how we put off doing those 

things in life that will bring joy until I clean the 

house, bathe the dog, get the kids through school, 

get that next promotion at work, finish my degree, 

lose 25 pounds, get my hair grown out, get my hair 

cut, get through this illness, get the committee work 

done, the right person becomes president, we retire, 

or the cows come home? 

 

Joy is not something that only comes after every-

thing else is achieved in life. Joy is the way to find 

life. If we seek joy, we will find life. A friend in 

college once told me, ñJoy does not come from do-

ing the things we like to do, but from liking the 

things we have to do.ò 

 

It is kind of like ñSeek first the kingdom of God and 

Godôs righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well.ò  

 

It all depends on how we choose to live. Do we live 

in the moment and find the joy of each day? Or, do 

we live waiting for what might come after all else 

has come to pass. 
 

   -Pastor Dennis 
 

òForget the past, have a loving  

        spirit, let go of the outcome.ó 

 
 

 
 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Pastor Dennis is in the office each Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   

He can be reached at the office, 237-5846 or on his cell phone, 763-258-3371. 
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Presidents Report 
 

August has been a wonderful month in the life of our church and our community.  EGGstravaganza weekend was 

one of the best community celebrations we have enjoyed in recent memory, concluding with an inspirational wor-

ship service that Rev. McKee conducted with two other Gaylord church ministers.  The Pie and Ice Cream Social, 

which is provided by the Womenôs Council, was successful once again, providing funds to support the ongoing 

ministry of our church.  The Menôs Fellowship hosted the annual ñSweet Corn and Bologna Feedò on August 23. 

 

The construction project for Gaylordôs downtown is proceeding very well and the new street and sidewalk near our 

church is ready for new sod, which will be laid in September.  The crops in the field appear headed for near-record 

yields.  It looks as if we are ready to enjoy a terrific fall! 

 

As I mentioned last month, I travelled to Japan for the World Scout Jamboree.  Once again, the jamboree was an 

outstanding opportunity for young men and women around the world to build friendships.  My troop was very ac-

tive at the Jamboree.  I had 34 Scouts from 7 states who were led by 4 adult leaders.  In our sub-camp, we had 38 

countries with over 2,500 Scouts.  The entire Jamboree site was roughly the size of Gaylord, but contained 34,000 

Scouts and 8,000 volunteers from over 150 countries camping in 20,000+ tents! 

 

Last week, Pastor McKee commented on the friendship we build during our fellowship hour, which was demon-

strated by how long we shared conversations after the sweet corn and bologna feed was finished.  At a World 

Scout Jamboree, we talk with Scouts about the need to share meals with people from around the world.  ñIt is hard 

to hate someone after you have shared a meal!ò  This is true, not only in Scouting, but in church and in our lives. 

 

During the Jamboree, we shared meals with Scouts from Norway, Switzerland, and England, which share a com-

mon heritage with us.  We also shared dinner with Scouts from Brazil (largely Catholic), Scouts from Thailand 

(primarily Buddhist), and Scouts from Indonesia and Egypt (100% Muslim).  As the Jamboree was concluding, 

one of my youth leaders said, ñI donôt understand.  These are really nice Scouts.  I like them.  They are my new 

friends.  Why canôt we get along with their country?ò 

 

Good question. 

 

Our last dinner was with the Scouts from Indonesia, who camped next to us.  Their English was impeccably spo-

ken.  They cooked the best meal we had during the Jamboree.  They had a tremendous Scouting spirit, and our on-

ly regret was that we had not spent more time with them earlier in the Jamboree. 

 

I think this is an example of what is missing in our lives today.  National news, social media, experts, and bloggers 

are all ready to tell us what is wrong with the world, why we should fear other people, and the dangers of trusting 

those people we do not know.  Really?  Maybe the issue is NOT whether we can trust other people.  The issue IS 

whether WE are worthy of the trust that God and other people place in us. 

 

I invite everyone in our conversation to share a meal with someone in our church or are community that you do not 

know very well.  Letôs extend our ñFellowship Hourò beyond the 60 minutes following church each Sunday.  Letôs 

think about a ñFellowship Weekò, even better, a ñFellowship Fallò, where we reach out and build stronger connec-

tions with other people in the Gaylord area. 

 

Letôs learn about each other, share a prayer, listen to each otherôs life stories, and promise to support them in the 

future.  Instead of focusing on ñmeò, letôs build a stronger ñweò.  ñListen to Godò is the focus of our mission in 

Gaylord.  Letôs take a few minutes to ñlisten to the strangerò, who is simply the friend we have not yet met. 

 

Yours in Christ, my friends 

Phil 
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Our Eggstravaganza Pie and Ice Cream Social was 

well attended and appreciated by all who enjoyed the 

delicious BBQôs and homemade desserts.   

A special thank you is extended to all the women, 

men and youth who helped with the planning, purchas-

ing, preparing and baking, serving and cleanup. At last 

count Womenôs Fellowship reports that approxi-

mately $1100 was raised. If you have not yet 

turned in the money pledged in lieu of baking or 

would like to make a donation you still have 

time!! Checks can be turned into Harriet 

Troldahl.  Thank You. 

Our next meeting will be  

Wednesday, September 2 at noon.  

Come join us! 

       *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  *  *  

News from Priscilla Circle 
During our Ice Cream social we sold 3 baby quilts, a 

doll quilt, fresh flowers and  many dishcloths.  If 

you are interested in purchasing dish cloths please 

contact Fran Armstrong, Liz Kuphal or the church 

office. 

Our next meeting will be September 17th  

at 2:00 p.m. in the Fireside room.  

Hostess:  Liz Kuphal 

All women are invited to join us.  

Members are encouraged to bring  

school supplies for Sibley East students. 
ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

 

Blessings or burdens? 

Interruptions can be viewed as sources of irritation or 

opportunities for service, as moments lost or experi-

ence gained, as time wasted or horizons widened. 

They can annoy us or enrich us, get under our skin or 

give us a shot in the arm, monopolize our minutes or 

spice our schedules ð depending on our attitude to-

ward them.                              ðWilliam Arthur Ward 

                
 

 
ñGet to the Point - A place to meet Jesus!ò 

Mark your calendar for these scheduled Camps and 

Retreats at Pilgrim Point Camp: 

 - Womenôs Retreat - Sept. 25 - 27. 

 - Middle School Fall Event - Oct. 2 - 4. 

 - High School Fall Event - Oct. 16 - 18. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join with women of the Minnesota Conference 

UCC for a God-filled weekend while you  

experience the beauty of Pilgrim Point Camp 

on the shores of Lake Ida in Alexandria, MN. 
  

Guiding us through the weekend will be presenter  

Maren Tirabassi.  
She will help us reflect on words of compassion and 

the ways we use our voices to bless others and surprise 

ourselves with the Pentecost-within,  

for when we find our voices,  

we discover that we can become  

a voice for others.   
 

When:  Fri., Sept 25 at 4 p.m. until Sun., Sept 27. 
Where:  Pilgrim Point Camp, Alexandria, MN  

Who:  Women of all ages. 

Cost:  $90/person | Gaylord UCC has funds to help 

with the cost or contact  Zac Norenberg if you are 

in need of a scholarship. 

Deadline to Register:  September 18 online or Sept. 

16 by mail. 

Registration information is available on the website or 

on the table in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

 

 Scholarship money is available to help  

pay for camp.  For more information on  

Pilgrim Point Camp go to: www.pilgrimpoint.org 
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Update from Congregational Care  

and Outreach 
 

CC&O has purchased an automatic digital blood 

pressure cuff so church members and visitors can stay 

healthy by checking their blood pressure whenever they 

like. It is on the table in the Fellowship Hall so check it 

out!   Itôs a way to take care of our physical being while 

weôre being spiritually nourished!   
 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Benefit for Brenda Sharp 

Saturday, September 19, 2015 

4 - 9 PM 

American Legion Club 
Brenda was diagnosed with cancer in May of 2014 and 

has been fighting this cancer with aggressive chemo-

therapy, diet and nutrition and her positive attitude.  

These treatments have taken an extraordinary toll on 

her budget so a group of her family and friends are hav-

ing a benefit to help defray the cost of treatments. 

They will be having a grilled burger bar, chips,  

beans and bars. 

Cost: Adults - $9.00 Children - 11 and under $5. 

There will also be a:  

Bake Sale, Silent Auction,  

Wine Cork Pull and Music by Bad Timing. 
 

Please come and give Brenda your encouragement 

and support and include her in your prayers. 

Check out the Brenda Sharp Benefit on Facebook. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update from the Mission Board 
The Ecumenical Church Service held August 9th donat-

ed $500 to the Sibley County Food Shelf.  It was a 

beautiful day with a beautiful setting and great fellow-

ship among our area churches.   
 

We also collected $156 for the Food Shelf from the 

Music on Main and Coffee Hour on 7/26.  Thank you 

all who contributed to these to help support our com-

munity.   
 

Our next From The Heart Offering will be September 

13 and will be for the PET Project.   
 

Thanks to all our members that bring in extra garden 

produce, flowers, and other items.  A container is con-

veniently located for your donation.  These donations 

help provide scholarship money for our youth attending 

secondary education.  Enjoy the fruits of their labor! 
 

This year, we awarded five scholarships of $300 each 

to:   

§ Sam Thies, attending his first year at South Dakota 

State University for Agronomy. 
 

§ Jason Meyer, attending South Central Technical 

College his first year for Heating and Air. 
 

§ Andrew Thies, attending South Dakota State Uni-

versity and starting his fifth year of their pharmacy 

program. 
 

§ Abby Tourtellott, attending her third year at College 

of St. Scholastica for Nursing. 
 

§ Megan Meyer attending St. Scholastica graduate 

school for a doctoral degree in physical therapy. 

She will graduate May of 2016. 
 

Congratulations to these fine young members of Gay-

lord UCC!  Kindly express your support to these five 

students and keep them in your prayers.   
 

During the month of September we will continue  

collecting school supplies for students at Sibley East.  

There has been a nice amount of supplies collected so 

far, and we thank you for your donations.  We are help-

ing our local children by donating crayons, pens, pen-

cils, markers, glue sticks, erasers, scissors, rulers and 

notebooks. God bless you in your generous support! 
 
 

There will be a sign-up sheet on the table in the 

Fellowship Hall in September for anyone able to 

help deliver Meals-On-Wheels in October.  
 


