
 

 

 

 

Come for Camp Sunday,  April 24 
 

Information for Pilgrim Point Camps will be available on the table in the  

Fellowship Hall.  If you are interested in going to camp, fill out an application 

and return as soon as possible.   Scholarships are available to help pay for camp. 

Contact one of the Camp Committee members for more information:  

Cindy Johnson, Deb Meyer, and Jaci Tourtellott. 

 

The theme for this summer is "Love One Another," a theme focused on how 

we greet our neighbor and how we recognize and welcome the other among us. 

Always an important theme to lift up, it is especially important this year in re-

sponse to the political rhetoric that will be ongoing throughout the summer and 

fall.  

 

 

 

Family Camp at Pilgrim Point is an opportunity open to ALL to experience the 

beauty of nature, the richness of intergenerational play and celebration, explora-

tion of radical hospitality, classic camp activities, great conversations, beach 

time, solitude, laughter, singingéand thatôs just the first day! And every day af-

ter that. A ñfamilyò could be grandparents and children, moms and/or dads and 

kids, households or individuals. 

  

Mark your calendar for these Camps and Retreats at Pilgrim Point: 
 

 - Youth Camp I 2016  - July 10 - 15. 

 - Youth  Camp II 2016  -  July 17 - 22. 

 - July Family Camp  -  July 24 - 29. 

 - August Family Camp  -  July 31 - August 5.  

 - Middle School Spring Event - May 13  - 15. 

 

 

!ǇǊƛƭ нлмс 

ƭƛǎǘŜƴнƎƻŘΦƻǊƎ  



Worship Information: 

Usher/Greeter:    Wolverton family 

 

Fellowship Hour: 
 

April 3 .......................................................... open 

April 10 ........................................................ open 

April 17 ........................................................ open 

April 24 ........................................................ open 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR APRIL 

April 3, 2016: Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 150; John 20:19-31; 

Rev. 1:4-8. Resurrection Witness. 

April 10, 2016:  Third Sunday of Easter  

Acts 9:1-6, (7-20); Psalm 30; Rev. 5:11-14; John 21: 

1-19.  The Way Forward. 

April 17, 2016: Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Rev. 7:9-17; John 10: 

22-30.  Life-giving Acts. 

April 24, 2016: Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Rev. 21:1-6; John 13: 

31-35.  Imagine. 
 

Among those who were lifted up in prayer this 

past month: Kati Klimmek Miller, John Gutterman, 

Sylvia Turbett, Chip Wolverton, Dloria Sinell, Jeff 
Pomplun, Dayle Troldahl, Albert Meyer, others who 
have been ill or are home bound, and those at Oak Ter-

race. Pray for the ministries of ƻur church in 2016.  
Pray for those serving in the military. 

 

 

 

 

Please call the Church Officeé 
 

Å When you or a loved one are admitted to the hospital. 

Å When your group plans to hold a meeting, so it can     

 be placed on the church calendar. 

Å When your phone number, address or email address 

 change so that church records can be updated.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer Chain  

If you would like to be remembered in prayer or are in 

need of pastoral care please contact Pastor Dennis at 

the church office (507) 237-2595 or his cell  763-258-

3371 or call one of the prayer chain captains. Barb 

Sneltjes or Jan Carlson.  
 

The Prayer Chain - Prayerfully supporting Godôs 
children who are in need of His comfort, love and 

strength, the Prayer Chain lifts to God specific re-

quests, concerns and emergency situations as well as 

giving thanks and praise for blessings received.  Prayer 

requests are kept confidential by prayer chain mem-

bers.  To find out how you can be part of the Prayer 

Chain ministry or to request prayer, please contact Pas-

tor McKee or one of the prayer chain captains listed 

above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñWisdom is oftentimes nearer when we stoop than    

when we soar.ò               ðWilliam Wordsworth  

 

ñClouds come floating into my life, no longer to carry 

rain or usher storm, but to add color to my sunset sky.ò  

                                              ðRabindranath Tagore  

 

ñIf we are not planted in Christ, weôll be uprooted in  

 crisis.ò                                                     - Unknown  

н  ƭƛǎǘŜƴнƎƻŘΦƻǊƎ  



DENNISô                             

  DELIBERATIONS 

 

The purple is gone, the 

black has been overcome, and the cross planted in 

the front of the sanctuary is draped in white. Itôs 

April and Easter Sunday is already over. 

I have always been amazed at the steamroller/

sudden stop experience of any big event. The plan-

ning, preparations, and implementations for the 

event keep me occupied, focused, and picking up 

speed as I try to get one more thing in before the 

event happens. Then it happens.  Then itôs over.  

Then there is the profound void that comes when 

everything has been done and everyone has gone 

home.  
 

I sit in the quiet hall or sanctuary and experience the 

sound of silence. It happens after the High School 

band concerts and half-time shows. It happens at the 

end of the last community theatre performance.  It 

happens after all the Lenten services have passed 

and especially after Easter Sunday.  I re-experience 

the wonderful happening smiling when I remember 

the people who were there and how they interacted 

with one another. 
 

For one brief moment, we are all together in 

thought, one heart beating in sync with itself, and I 

enjoy the moment when we were one. 

There is a feeling of ñlet downò that is present just 

because it is over. There is a bit of sadness because 

everyone is gone. Yet these emotions are quickly 

overcome because we were together. Being together 

changes everything and everyone.  

I am sure God smiles as people come together to 

experience something great. I am sure that God 

smiles when people are changed, transformed. I am 

sure that God smiles, and that warms the joy in my 

heart and those who have gathered in the name of 

the Lord. 

 

 

 

Easter has come and gone. But we were together. 

Now let us go forth in this year because everything 

has changed and we will never be the same. 

 

He is risen. He is risen indeed! 
 

        Peace,    Pastor Dennis 

 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 
 

 

 

 

HOW DO YOU BOUNCE BACK? 

    Come and grow stronger! 
 

 The American Psychological Association de-

fines resilience as ñthe process of adapting well in the 

face of adversity, trauma, tragedy, threats or signifi-

cant sources of stressðsuch as family and relation-

ship problems, serious health problems 

or workplace and financial stressors. It means 

"bouncing back" from difficult experiences. 

 Research has shown that resilience is ordinary, 

not extraordinary. People commonly demonstrate re-

silience. One example is the response of many Ameri-

cans to the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks and 

individuals' efforts to rebuild their lives. 

 Being resilient does not mean that a person 

doesn't experience difficulty or distress. Emotional 

pain and sadness are common in people who have suf-

fered major adversity or trauma in their lives. In fact, 

the road to resilience is likely to involve considerable 

emotional distress. 

Resilience is not a trait that people either have 

or do not have. It involves behaviors, thoughts and 

actions that can be learned and developed in anyone.ò 

 On Sunday, April 24, during the Congrega-

tional Meeting we will be looking at individual and 

institutional resilience. How did Jesus keep going in 

the midst of adversity? What can we do individually 

to build our own resilience? The churchôs resilience?          

 Come and grow stronger! 

 

  

 

 

  

Pastor Dennis is in the office each Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   He can be reached at the office, 237-5846 or  

on his cell phone,  763-258-3371. 
ƭƛǎǘŜƴнƎƻŘΦƻǊƎ  о 

http://www.apa.org/helpcenter/workplace-stress.aspx


п  ƭƛǘŜƴнƎƻŘΦƻǊƎ  

Presidentôs Report 

March 22, 2016 
 

 

I woke up this morning in a Perham, MN hotel to 

hear the news of the tragic suicide terrorist bomb-

ings in Brussels, Belgium.  As I listened to the 

news reports, I realized that we need to do some-

thing. 

 

But what should we do?  How should we respond?  

Can we make an impact? 

 

We may not be able to control, even influence, the 

worldwide events that we hear on the daily news. 

 

We can, however, pray for the victims, families, 

and communities whose lives have been changed 

forever by this event.  We can call our family and 

our best friends to let them know we love them.  

We can send a note to someone in our community 

who has made a difference.  We can gather together 

as ñchurchò to reaffirm Godôs presence in our lives. 

 

Is this enough?  Sadly, no.  It is a start.  Christôs 

resurrection also provides us with a fresh start. 

 

Last Sunday, Pastor McKeeôs Palm Sunday chil-

drenôs sermon ñfor the young at heartò used the ex-

ample of making a cross from a palm leaféand 

then keeping it for an entire year.  And on Ash 

Wednesday, the palm cross is burned, mixed with 

oil, and used to anoint us with our personal cross 

from Jesus. 

 

Perhaps we need to have a permanent collection of 

fresh palm leaves in our church.  Every time some-

thing bad happens in our lives, we could make a 

cross.  We could gather together to make many 

crosses when something bad happens in a far and 

distant place.  We could mail the cross to the peo-

ple whose lives have tragically been disrupted.  We 

could include a prayer with that cross, which is the 

prayer that has guided my life for almost 37 years: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the Beginning of a New Day!! 

 

This is the beginning of a new day. 

God has given me this day to use as I will. 

I can waste it...Or use it for good. 
 

What I do today is important, 

Because I have given up a day of my life 

in exchange for it. 
 

When tomorrow comes, 

this day will be gone forever, 

leaving in its place 

something I have traded for it. 
 

I want it to be.... 

 Gain not loss.... 

  Good not evil.... 

   Success not failure... 
 

In order that I shall never regret the price I paid for it. 
 

Because the future is just a whole string of nows. 
 

                                  ------ Author Unknown ------  
 

When we view each day as a NEW DAY, then we 

can begin renewed with hope and loveétwo of the 

important posts on a solid foundation.  I would of-

fer that the two other posts that can keep us firmly 

grounded in Christ are forgiveness and resilience.  

Forgiveness for the things we have done to hurt 

otherséand forgiveness for those people who 

choose to hurt.  And resilience that helps us move 

forward during those times when we are paralyzed 

by fear. 
 

On April 26, we will have our first church 

ñpotluck lunchò in 2016.  Actually, it has been a 

few years since we have shared a pot luck meal  

together, which my dad used to say was ñyour 

lucké and my poté belly!ò 
 

After the meal, instead of a Congregational Meet-

ing, Pastor Dennis and I will provide an inspira-

tional workshop on how we can build resilience to 

recover from times when we are angry, depressed, 

afraid, hurting, or embarrassed.  We ask you to 

join us.   
 

We also join with the UCC in April to pray for the 

people of Brussels, Belgium. 



Womenôs Fellowship News  

Our next meeting will be  

Wednesday, April 13th  at 12:00 p.m.   

Bring your lunch and join us. 
 

Priscilla Circle News  
Our next meeting will be Thursday, April 16 

at 2:00 p.m.  Hostess is Ruby Keller. 

All women of the church are invited to join us. 

ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

Update from Board of Christian Education 

 

 

 The Board of Education continues to sponsor 
ñDig Deeper with Dennisò small group discus-

sions on the first three Sundays of the month.  

This will be an opportunity to meet with the pastor 

following our Sunday morning service to delve 

more into various discussion points raised during the 

worship service. Pastor Dennis will lead this conver-

sation.  Weôre planning about a 20 minute session 

each morning.   

The last day of Sunday School will be May 22. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We draw people to Christ not by loudly discredit-

ing what they believe, by telling them how wrong 

they are and how right we are, but by showing 

them a light that is so lovely that they want with 

all their hearts to know the source of it.          

                                        ðMadeleine LôEngle  
 

 

      UCC Mission Board Report for April 
 

 

Thank you to everyone for your generous donations of 

money and food for our local Food Shelf. We collect-

ed $122 in our March From the Heart Offering.  We 

also collected 39 pounds of food.  This provides food 

for those in need in our county.  
 

We collected $574.60 from our Lenten Service offer-

ings for the Mission Board Scholarship Program.  We 

also collected $55.86 from fellowship hour to be used 

for scholarships.  We cannot thank you enough for 

your generous supposr as it goes towards furthering 

the educations for our young adults. 
 

Our April From the Heart Offering will be April 10 

for One Great Hour of Sharing.  We will have enve-

lopes available in the April 3rd and 10th bulletins.  

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering reaches those 

near and far, sometimes changing the life of someone 

in distress in your own community, while at other 

time impacting the lives of those we may never meet.  

God provides the resources so that we can give back.  

Our abundance becomes their need and their need be-

comes our abundance.  What if we all lived as if this 

is our call?  We would change the world.  UCC has 

been transforming lives with this offering.  Lives are 

literally changed in 138 countries daily.  Your support 

provides clean water, food, medicines, shelter, 

healthcare and education as well as responds to disas-

ters in both the US and internationally. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing Resources  -  Changing Lives 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
ƭƛǎǘŜƴнƎƻŘΦƻǊƎ   р 



с  ƭƛǎǘŜƴнƎƻŘΦƻǊƎ  

April 22 is Earth Day -  

Letôs be Stewards of the Earth 
 

In our consumer culture, itôs easy to forget that  

    ñThe earth is the LORDôs and everything in it.ò  

                                                (Psalm 24:1, NIV) 

God calls us to be caretakers of his entire wonderful 

creation. What a huge responsibility ð and privilege 

ð to have stewardship over everything God has 

made! 

Thomas ¨ Kempis, writing in the 15th century, noted 

the proper attitude toward Godôs creation: ñIf your 

heart were right, then every created thing would be a 

mirror of life for you and a book of holy teaching, 

for there is no creature so small and worthless that it 

does not show forth the goodness of God.ò  

               (The Imitation of Christ, the Interior Life). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staying Sharp 
 

The English word character comes from Greek for a 

sharp-pointed instrument. Much of this original 

meaning is implied in the word as we use it, for isnôt 

character the means by which we make an impres-

sion on the world? To be sure, the instrument itself is 

not a finished product [but] a mere tool; but, like 

many a fine instrument, character improves with use. 

Our actions and reactions temper the blade and make 

the edge powerful or impotent. We each must forge 

our own character, be responsible for keeping it in 

condition and be responsible for its results. 

 

 

 

 

Update from the Deacons. 
The Deacons will be serving Communion on April 3. 
 

We are looking forward to Confirmation with Brian 

Wagenius on Sunday, May 1.  
 

Baccalaureate services will be Sunday, June 5.  Those 

graduating this year are: Alex Evers, Dylan Pauly and 

Ethan Pomplun. 

  
 
 

Healing and Community 
In the healing texts, Jesus does not just cure peopleôs 

diseases and cast out their demons and then say, 

ñMission accomplished.ò Heôs always after something 

more than that because the healing is never fully ac-

complished until there is a restoration to community.  
 

People are healed of disease, and then he tells the folks 

just standing around watching to go get them some-

thing to eat. The widowôs son is raised from the dead 

and then [Jesus] gives him back to his mother. And ... 

the man healed of demons is then told to stay with his 

people and speak of what God has done. In the Jesus 

business, community is always a part of healing. Even 

though community is never perfect. 
 

               ðNadia Bolz-Weber, Accidental Saints 

 

 
 

 

A Shepherd's Role 
 

While traveling in Iran, 

writer Eric Bishop asked 

a villager about an earth-

en enclosure topped with 

dry thorns. The man said 

sheep stayed in the round 

space at night for safety. ñWhat are the thorns for?ò 

Bishop asked. ñIf a wolf tries to break in and attack the 

sheep,ò the man replied, ñheôll knock against the 

thorns, and theyôll make a noise, and the shepherd will 

wake up and drive off the wolf.ò  
 

Pointing out the enclosureôs doorless entrance, Bishop 

asked why a wolf wouldnôt just enter there. Because, 

replied the villager, ñthatôs where the shepherd sleeps; 

the shepherd is the door.ò  
 

Suddenly Bishop understood why in John 10 Jesus 

calls himself first the door, or gate, for the sheep and 

then the Good Shepherd. Because Jesus is the shep-

herd, heôs also the door that keeps us, his sheep, safe 

within his care. 



ƭƛǎǘŜƴнƎƻŘΦƻǊƎ т 
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  ~ April 2016 ~   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

  

        1 

  

2 

  

3  Communion 
Worship    9:30 am 
Fellowship 10:30 
Sunday School 
                   10:30 
  
  

4 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Scouts       7 pm 

5 

  

6 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Choir          7:00 

7 

  

8 

  

9 

  

10 
Worship    9:30 am 
Fellowship 10:30 
Sunday School 
                   10:30 

  
  

11 
  
  
  
  
  
  

Scouts       7 pm 

  

12 
  

13 
  

Womenõs 

Fellowship   12 pm 

   

Council meeting   

5:30 pm 

Choir          7:00 

14 
  

15 
  

16 
  

17 
  
Worship    9:30 am 
Fellowship 10:30 
Sunday School 
                   10:30 
  

18 
  

  

  

  

  

Scouts       7 pm 

  

19 
  

20 
  

  

  

  

  

Choir          7:00 

21 
  

  

  

Priscilla Circle 

                   2 pm 

22     Earth Day 

  

23 
  

24  Camp Sunday 

  

Worship    9:30 am 
Fellowship 10:30 
Sunday School 
                   10:30 
  

25 
  

  

  

  

  

Scouts       7 pm 

  

  

26 
  

27 
  

  

  

  

  

Choir          7:00 

28 
  

29 
  

30 
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{ǳƴŘŀȅ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ - фΥол ŀΦƳΦ  
/ƻũŜŜ-CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IƻǳǊ млΥолŀΦƳΦ  
{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ - млΥол ŀΦƳΦ  
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ  

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  

tŀǎǘƻǊ - wŜǾΦ 5ǊΦ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ aŎYŜŜ 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ tƘƛƭ YŜƛǘƘŀƘƴ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ /ƛƴŘȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ  

 
!ǇǊƛƭ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎ 
 

02 ................................................. Dennis Schultz 

05 ......................................................Mike Walsh 

05éé.éééééééé.. ... Sandy Wentzloff  

06 ......................................................Eric Schultz 

07éé.ééé ....................... Michael Klimmek 

07ééééééé .......................... Stacy Pauly 

10 .......... éééééééééLauren Keithahn 

10 ............................................ Anthony Pomplun 

11 ééééééééééééé .. Jeff Meyer 

12  ....................................................... Zac Pauly 

13 éééééééééééé ....... Barb Max 

15  ................................................. Tom Freeman 

16  ..................................................Amanda Witt 

23 ......... éééééééééééDylan Pauly 

30 ..... ééééééBrady Meyer, Brock Meyer 
 


