
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 
 tŀǊƛǎƘ tŀǇŜǊ нлмс 

Gaylord  
United Church of Christ  

invites you to our  
Election Day Luncheon  

 

Tuesday, November 8  
 

Serving from  
11 a.m. ð 2 p.m.  

 

Menu:  Chili, egg salad and 
ham sandwiches,  

pecan and pumpkin pie.  
*with real whipped cream!  



Worship Information: 

Usher/Greeter:     Tourtellott Family  

 
____________________________________________________________________ 

Fellowship Hour: 
 

November 6 ........................ Jan & Dick and Jane 

November 13 ............ Liz Kuphal & Ruby Keller 

November 20 ............................................... open 

November 27 ............................................... open 

 

Lectionary Readings for  November 
 

Nov. 6, 2016: Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost  
Job 19:23-27a,  Ps 17:1-9, 2 Thes. 2:1-5,13-17; 

Luke 20:27-38. 
Nov. 13, 2016:  Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isa. 65:17-25, Ps. 98, 2 Thess. 3:6-13, Luke21:5-19.   

Nov. 20, 2016:   Reign of Christ  Jer. 23:1-6, Ps 46, Col. 
1:11-20, Luke 23:33-43.  

Nov. 27, 2016:   First Sunday of Advent  Isa. 2:1-5, Ps. 
122, Rom. 13:11-14, Matt. 24:36-44. 
 

Among those who were lifted up in prayer this past 
month: Denise Tourtellott recovering from surgery, Jeff 
Pomplun, Albert Meyer, Rueben Meyer, John Gutterman,  
Brian Wagenius, Dennis Mead, Tiffany Rodning, those 
who have been ill or are home bound and those at Oak 
Terrace.  Pray for the ministries of our church as we jour-
ney together and pray for those serving in the military. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

All Saints/Memorial Sunday, November 6 
 

You are invited to join us on this day to come  

forward during  the Worship Service to light a 

small candle in memory of a  special saint who has 

blessed your faith journey.  

We will also be lighting special  

Candles of Memorial for our UCC Parishioners  

who have passed away since last year. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

News and Notes: 
 

§ All Saints/Memorial Sunday with Communion ï 
Nov. 6 during our Worship Service. 

§ Sunday, Nov. 6 - Stewardship campaign kickoff. 
Ingathering of our pledges of time, talent and  

      treasure on December 4. 

§ Election Day Soup and Sandwich Fundraiser at 
UCC  Nov. 8 - serving from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

§ Sunday, Nov. 13 - From the Heart offering for  

 Santaôs Helpers.   

§ Choir Practice - Wednesday Nov. 9 @ 6:30 p.m.;  

 Thurs. Nov. 10 @ 6:30, Nov. 16 @ 6:30. 

§ Womenôs Fellowship meeting - Wed. Nov. 4. 

§ Church Council meeting -Wed. Nov. 9 at 5:00. 

§ Healing Service at UCC - Wed. Nov 16 at 7:30 p.m. 

§ Priscilla Circle meeting - Thurs. Nov. 17 at 2 p.m. 

§ Womenôs Fellowship Christmas Party and decorate 
the church including a catered supper - Nov. 22  

  Social hour at 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 6:00. 

§ Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship Service at 
 Gaylord UCC - Wed. Nov. 23 at 7:00 p.m. 

§ Thanksgiving Dinner at UCC - Nov. 24 at noon. 

§ Sunday, Nov. 27 - First Sunday of Advent Worship 
 at 9:30 a.m. and Hanging of the Greens Service at 
 UCC - 4:30 p.m. with a light lunch served  
 following the service. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Womenôs Fellowship will sponsor their  

annual Christmas Party and  

decorate the church for  

Hanging of the Greens 
 

 on Tuesday, November 22  

Social Hour 5:30 p.m.  

Catered Dinner at 6:00   

All women of the church are invited to  

participate in this fun-filled evening where we 
work together, enjoy good food and fellowship 
and look forward to the Advent Season. 

 

A sign-up sheet will be on the table in the  

Fellowship Hall to provide a head count  

for the meal.  
 
 

н  ƭƛǎǘŜƴнƎƻŘΦƻǊƎ  



Dennisô 
Deliberations 

 

On Thankfulness 
 

An atheist was taking a walk through the woods. 
'What majestic trees! What powerful rivers! What 
beautiful animals!' he said to himself.  

As he continued walking alongside the river he 
heard a rustling in the bushes. Turning to look, he 
saw a 7 foot grizzly charging towards him.  

He ran as fast as he could up the path. Looking 
over his shoulder he saw that the bear was closing 
in on him. His heart was pumping frantically and 
he tried to run even faster.  

He tripped and fell on the ground. He rolled over to 
pick himself up but saw the bear raising his paw to 
take a swipe at him. 

At that instant the atheist cried out: 'Oh my God!...' 

Time stopped. 
The bear froze. 
The forest was silent. 
It was then that a bright light shone upon the man 
and a voice came out of the sky saying: 

'You deny my existence for all of these years, teach 
others I don't exist and even credit creation to a 
cosmic accident.  Do you expect me to help you 
out of this predicament? Am I to count you as a be-
liever?' 

The atheist looked directly into the light. 

'It would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you 
to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps, could 
you make the BEAR a Christian?' 

'Very well,ô said the voice. The light went out, and 
the sounds of the forest resumed. 

And then the bear lowered his paw, bowed his head 
and spoke: 'Lord, bless this food which I am about 
to receive and for which I am truly thankful, 
Amen.ô 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Many Christians claim the practice of giving 
thanks before meals is found in Matthew 26:26. 
Here it says, ñWhile they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks and broke it.ò Almost every  

Bible scholar agrees that the ñthanksò or ñblessingò 
that Jesus would have given at these meals would  

have been the bôrakhah (blessing, benediction) that 
Jews have said for over two 
thousand years before meals. 
Jesus would have said, 
ñBarukh attah, Adonai  

Eloheynu, melekh-haôolam, 
haMotzi lecheem,  

minhaôaretzò, or in English, 
ñBlessed are you O Lord, our 
God, King of the Universe, 
who brings forth bread from the earth.ò  
 

In this age-old prayer that Jesus would have recit-
ed, again God is the one being blessed and not the 
food. The thankfulness is not so much about thank-
ing for food, but thanking God for being a God 
who provides for Godôs creation. God is the God 
who knows and loves us enough to provide food 
for us as well as the other blessings we receive. 
 

A few months ago, we as a church took time to put 
up a ñSpirit Wallò to express out thankfulness, 
prayer concerns, and life goals. I hope you still 
read it from time to time and make your additions. 

Perhaps with expressing the ñthings and peopleò 
we are thankful for, we might give praise and 
thankfulness to God for being the God who brings 
all ñthings and peopleò into creation. Thus, they 
come into our lives. 

   God is Good. . . All the Time! 

            See you in church! 
    Pastor Dennis 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

о [ƛǎǘŜƴнƎƻŘΦƻǊƎ  

Pastor Dennis is in the office each Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   

He can be reached at the office, 237-5846 or on his cell phone, 763-258-3371 or  

e-mail to dennis53mckee@gmail.com.               Check out our website at listen2god.org  

    
                                                  Like us on Facebook.                  

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%2026.26
mailto:dennis53mckee@gmail.com


    Presidentôs Report ï October 28, 2016 
 

October was a beautiful and busy month for me and for 
our church members.  Sue and I travelled to New Hamp-
shire for a family wedding and reunion, enjoying the fall 
colors.  Pastor McKee signed an agreement to purchase 
a home in Gaylord.  Our church members were busy 
with fall clean-up, harvesting crops, preparing for a con-
gregational meeting, and planning for Advent (yes it 
starts in 4 weeks!).  We even agreed to go on a weight 
loss reduction plan during the last week in October when 
1/3 of our church members survived the stomach flu! 
 

Our congregational meeting on October 23 was especial-
ly inspiring, when we had 1/4 of our members visioning 
what we could accomplish together in 2017.  The energy 
in the room was amazing.  I can only summarize my 
feelings with a picture: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Each month, my article preparation includes a review of 
the past month and a LookForward for the coming 
month.  And I get all tensed up, as illustrated by the fol-
lowing image: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you every feel that way?  Thatôs OK.  
We get one more hour in November, when 
Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, 
November 6.  That is also the day in which 
we honor the Saints in our lives, with our 
All Saintôs Day worship service, including a 
presentation of ñSo Great a Cloud of Wit-
nesses.ò 
November is a month of celebration, when 
we honor our Veterans on November 11. 
 
Joseph F. Ambrose, an 86-year-old World 
War I veteran, attends the dedication day 
parade for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
in 1982, holding the flag that covered the casket of his son, who 
was killed in the Korean War.  
 

 

We recognize Eagle Scout Isaac Elseth on November 19 
at 2pm, which is International Menôs Day.  We cherish 
youth on Sunday, November 20, which is Universal 
Childrenôs Day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 2016 theme is ñStop Male Suicide.ò In every coun-
try but China where it is equal, the suicide rate is worse 
for men than women.  The rate of suicide for men is up 
to three times that of women. In Russia it is 6 men for 
every 1 woman. Menôs health is worse than womenôs 
health around the world. World Health Organization da-
ta shows that, globally, male life expectancy at birth in 
2015 was 69 years; for females, it was 74 years. Chil-
dren suffer when they lose a father or a grandfather 
prematurely. So letôs work together to turn the tide of 
male ill-health & suicide. 
 

We share our gratitude on Thanksgiving Day, while we 
start our Advent Season on Sunday, November 27 with 
our Hanging of the Greens service.  Dennis and Lee 
move into their new home in Gaylord on Tuesday, No-
vember 29. 
 

Most of all, we continue to Live Into Godôs Hope for Us 
in November, reaching out to help other people, extend-
ing the hand of friendship, clasping our hands together 
in prayer, and lifting our hands to God in celebration.  
So our November ñmonth of gratitudeò sets the stage 
for December, which is our ñmonth of grasp-i-tudeò, 
when we begin to understand the depth of Godôs love for 
us. Reach out and GRASP love. 
 

Itôs been 30 years since my dad died.  I think of him eve-
ry week, if not every day.  Whenever I get goosebumps, 
I believe that it is my dad reaching down from heaven to 
let me know everything will be OK.  I wish you a 
month of goosebumps! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phil Keithahn, Council President 
 

PS ï Remember that November 12 is National Pizza 
with the Works Except Anchovies Day!   

(Who thinks of these days?!) 
п  ƭƛǎǘŜƴнƎƻŘΦƻǊƎ  


