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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

Saturday, December 24, at 7:00 p.m.  

Celebrate with us  

as we tell with story and song the  

arrival of the Christ Child.  

~  ~  ~ 

Christmas Day Worship Service at UCC 

Sunday, December 25 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 



Worship Information for December: 

Usher/Greeter: Kevin and Kathleen Thies 
 

Fellowship Hour:  

December 4  ééééééééThies family 

December 11 .................................Thies Family   

December 18  ééééééTourtellott family  

December 25  éééééééééééopen  

_______________________________________ 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR DECEMBER  

Dec. 4, 2016: Second Sunday of Advent  
Mal. 3:1-4, Luke 1:68-79, Phil. 1: 3-11,  Luke 3:1-6. 

Dec. 11, 2016: Third Sunday of Advent  
Zeph. 3:14-20, Isa.12:2-6, Phil. 5:4-7, Luke 3:7-18. 

Dec. 18, 2016: Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Micah 5:2-5a, Luke 1:46b-55, Heb. 10:5-10, Luke 
1:39-45, (46-55).  

Dec. 25, 2016: Christmas Day 
1 Sam. 2:18-20, Psalm 148, Col. 3:12-17, Luke 2:41-
52.  

Among those who were lifted up in prayer 
this past month: Jeff Pomplun, Rueben Meyer, 
Brian Wagenius, John Gutterman, Tiffany Rodning, 
those who have been ill or are home bound and those 
at Oak Terrace.  Pray for the ministries of our church 
as we journey together and pray for those serving in 
the military. 
 

Our sympathy and prayers go to the family of  
Albert Meyer who passed away on Wednesday,  
November 9. 
  
Prayer Chain: If you would like to be  
remembered in prayer or are in need of pastoral care 
please contact Pastor Dennis at (507) 237-2595 or call 
the prayer chain captain Jan Carlson (507) 237-2424 
or 507-581-0443 or co-captain Fran Armstrong at 237
-3247.  If you would like to be a part of the prayer 
chain contact Jan.  

              Please join us in prayer-- 
     the most important thing we can do!    Jan Carlson  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please call the Church Office: When your 
phone number, address or email address change so 
that church records can be updated. When you or a 
loved one are admitted to the hospital. When your 
group plans to hold a meeting, so it can be placed on 
the church calendar. Thank You. 

The Nominating Committee is beginning to fill 
vacant positions on the Boards and Committees and 
ask that you prayerfully consider what your talents are 
and say ñyesò if you are asked to serve or step up and 
volunteer. Thank You.  

Stewardship  

The Church Council encourages all friends and  
members of Gaylord UCC who made a financial 
pledge in 2016 to make sure that they are current. 
They would also like to encourage everyone to prayer-
fully and abundantly consider their pledge of time, 
talent and treasure for 2017 and return the form that 
was recently mailed out. Ingathering of pledges will 
be Sunday, December 4 and continue with the ingath-
ering of pledges through December. 

                    Thank You from the Finance Committee. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Gaylord UCC Annual Meeting  

On Sunday, January 22, at 10:30 a.m. we will 
gather after Worship to hold our Annual Meeting. 
On the agenda are the budget for 2017, the slate of 
nominees for offices, boards and committees, and 
other issues which members may bring to the meeting.  
Brunch will be served by council members.  

***Boards and committees are reminded to 
have their annual reports turned in to the 
church office by Wednesday, January 11. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Perspective for the turning of the year. 
 

Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our 

lifetime; therefore we must be saved by hope.  

Nothing which is true or beautiful or good makes 

complete sense in any immediate context of history; 

therefore we must be saved by faith. Nothing we do, 

however virtuous, can be accomplished alone; 

therefore we are saved by love.                  

                                              - Reinhold Niebuhr 



Every day we have a choice. We can choose to be positive or to be negative. We can choose to be  

grateful and see the good in all that have or we can let anger, fear, doubt, and insecurities rob us of  

our joy and the life we're meant to live. 
 

It doesn't mean that the choice is easy.  Life happens and while we cannot always control the events  

in our lives, we can control how we respond to them. 
 

So, I hope you'll join me in making a positive pledge. Share it with others, print it and post it in your 
home, your office or school...  simply use it as a daily reminder to be positive and make a positive  

impact on the world! 
 

The Positive Pledge 
I pledge to be a positive person and positive influence on my family, friends, co-workers and community. 

I promise to be positively contagious and share more smiles, laughter, encouragement and joy with those around 
me. 

I vow to stay positive in the face of negativity. 

When I am surrounded by pessimism I will choose optimism. 

When I feel fear I will choose faith. 

When I want to hate I will choose love. 

When I want to be bitter I will choose to get better. 

When I experience a challenge I will look for opportunity to learn and grow. 

When faced with adversity I will find strength. 

When I experience a set-back I will be resilient. 

When I meet failure I will fail forward towards future success. 

With vision, hope, and faith, I will never give up and will always move forward towards my destiny. 

I believe my best days are ahead of me, not behind me. 

I believe I'm here for a reason and my purpose is greater than my challenges. 

I believe that being positive not only makes me better, it makes everyone around me better. 

So today and every day I will be positive and strive to make a positive impact on the world.          

                                                                            By Jon Gordon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ñHave a blessed Christmasò   

from Pastor Dennis who is  on vacation at the time of this printing! 
 

                  Pastor Dennis will be out of the office November 28 ï December 12.   
                  Emergency Pastoral needs should be directed to Gail Estenson, Head Deacon.   



Council Presidentôs Notes  

December 18 is a special day in my life, as Sue and I will 
celebrate the 10th anniversary of her cancer surgery. She has 
been cancer-free for a decade and my prayer is that we will 
enjoy many more decades of good health together. 
 

I am even more appreciative of good health, as our prayer 
chain continues to respond to cancer diagnoses within our 
community, ranging from Jeff Pomplun in our church to  

Tiffany Rodning in our community to Paisley Lindemann in 
our extended prayer family. May God grant special healing 
powers to these individuals and their families during Lent. 
 

This month marks the end of my second year, and second 
term, as Council President. Thank you for responding to the 
requests I have made over the past two years for help. As 
always, I am grateful for the leadership of Pastor McKee, and 
for the faithful gifts of time, talent, and tithes by our entire 
congregation. We are ONE FAMILY, and as Pastor McKee 
often says, we are ALL Children of God. 
 

I love the time between Thanksgiving and the New Year, even 
though it is busy. This year I will enjoy the time even more, 
as we are able to spend Thanksgiving with Brit and Angela 
for the first time since Brit joined the Army. We close out 
2016 with our nephewôs wedding in Bostonéand our first 
New Yearôs weekend with Sueôs sister, Karen and her hus-
band, Mark. 
 

I am grateful that the election season is over, even as I contin-
ue to pray for the spiritual health of our country. My hopeïis 
that 2016 will prove to become a turning point in our nation. 
A juncture at which we move from the extremes of far left 
and far right to the middle. We need a truly independent po-
litical party in this countryéone that includes all people. 

Maybe the 2020 election will include an Independent Thinker 
who is a Servant Leader, following in the footsteps of Jesus. 

 

We may not feel empowered to change the world, but we do 
have the power to change ourselves. And these words from 
an Unknown Monk in 1100 A.D. speak to us in 2016. 
 

                I Wanted To Change The World 
 

When I was a young man, I wanted to change the world. 
 

I found it was difficult to change the world, so I tried to 
change my nation. When I found I couldn't change the nation, 
I began to focus on my town. I couldn't change the town and 
as an older man, I tried to change my family. 

 

Now, as an old man, I realize the only thing I can change is 
myself, and suddenly I realize that if long ago I had changed 
myself, I could have made an impact on my family. My fami-
ly and I could have made an impact on our town. Their im-
pact could have changed the nation and I could indeed have 
changed the world. 

 

I have attended 5 World Scout Jamborees spanning 40 
years. The consistent theme has been Friendship, Peace, 
and a Healthy Planet. We invite Scouts from other coun-
tries to share a meal with us, so we can learn about each 
other. Itôs hard to hate someone when you discover a mu-
tual love of chocolate! That is one thing about our church 
that I value above all else. Even if we disagree about a 
topic, we can still share a worship service together, and 
we can have a healthy conversation over a cup of coffee 
and a snack after church. 

 

Maybe the world needs more round tables that are covered 
in round chocolate cakes and a warm cup of coffee! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor McKee and I were talking recently about a new  

revision to Genesis, the first chapter in the Old Testament. 

ñIn the beginning, God created sugar. 

And God felt that it tasted good. The End!ò 
 

Or we could have a sermon series titled:  

Why did God create?ò  

God created sugaréso we could enjoy the sweetness in life. 

God created hugséso we could feel that someone really cares. 

God created tearséso we could cleanse our face of frowns. 

As we enter Lent, the season of new beginnings,  

my prayer is that the following image will inspire you  

for 2017!                    Phil Keithahn, Council President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Womenôs Fellowship News 

On Tuesday, Nov. 22, Womenôs Fellowship held their 
annual Christmas Party and decorated the church in 
preparation for Advent. Thank you to everyone who 
helped make this a fun night.  

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 
10th at 6:30 p.m. to undecorate the church. If 
you are able to help it would be appreciated.  

Priscilla Circle News  

Priscilla Circle will meet on Thursday,  
December 15th at 2 p.m. at Oak Terrace for our 

annual Christmas party.  

Members are asked to bring an appetizer or sweet 
treat to share. All women and friends of the church 

are invited to join us.  

Ϥ   Ϥ   Ϥ   Ϥ  

 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
Election Day Chili for a Crowd 

 

10 lbs. hamburger     

7 cans V-8 juice 

7 cans diced tomatoes 

2 cans kidney beans (drained) 

4 cans chili beans 

5 cans tomato soup 

1 1/2 lbs. onions chopped 

2 bunches diced celery 

5 envelopes Durkeeôs chili seasoning mix (mild) 
 

Saut® celery, onion and ground beef. Mix in beans 
and then juice and seasoning.  Heat through. Makes 
about 10 gallons and serves about 50 people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Womenôs Fellowship  
Election Day Fundraiser was well  
attended by the community.   

Thanks to everyone who helped with the  
baking, serving, set up and clean up.  It was 
much appreciated and helped to make the  

day a success. 


