
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
March 22, 2020   		Gaylord UCC		Gaylord, MN

Image result for lenten page dividers

file_0.wmf


Meditation	https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=_zFM2aPNv4U&feature=emb_logo

I have learned recently of a very troubling aspect of this crisis that we’re in with coronavirus, and here it is: there are colleagues of mine in the ministry who are claiming that the blood of Jesus will cover Christians so that they will not become infected with this virus. To make such a claim is – point blank – spiritual malpractice. We need to be protecting our people, we need to be telling them things that are true, we need to believe scientists, we need to help people to understand that if you become ill with anything, this is not God’s judgment on you – it is just an illness. And we pray, we pray, that people will turn around and repent and help people to understand that illness doesn’t come from God. And yes, we are covered by the blood of Jesus, but that’s in spiritual terms, that means that the power of death has no hold or grip on us, because we will, one day, get to meet Jesus face to face. Amen
Rev. Kaji Douša, senior pastor of the Park Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
in New York City


Prelude			“He is Exalted – Great is the Lord”		Piano/David Fuentes
		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MI7v_cw-SUA
Welcome and News of the Church
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you am Welcome here, in this time of worship.
God is with you and all who are sharing in this worship right now.
As you live in sanctuary from the Corona virus know that your heart is a sanctuary in love of God.
Preparation for Worship				“Greater”					by Mercyme
		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXI0B4iMLuU

Bring your tired And bring your shame Bring your guilt And bring your pain
Don't you know that's not your name You will always be much more to me
Every day I wrestle with the voices That keep telling me I'm not right
But that's alright 'Cause I hear a voice and He calls me redeemed When others say I'll never be enough 

And greater is the One living inside of me
Than he who is living in the world In the world, In the world
And greater is the One living inside of me Than he who is living in the world

Bring your doubts And bring your fears Bring your hurt And bring your tears There'll be no condemnation here
You are holy, righteous and redeemed Every time I fall There'll be those who will call me A mistake
Well that's okay
'Cause I hear a voice and He calls me redeemed…



The Call				   A Psalm of David						       Psalm 23
	1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
	2   He makes me lie down in green pastures;
	he leads me beside still waters;
	3   he restores my soul.
	He leads me in right paths
	   for his name’s sake.
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	4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
	   I fear no evil; 
	for you are with me;
	   your rod and your staff—
 	  they comfort me.

	5 You prepare a table before me
 	  in the presence of my enemies;
	you anoint my head with oil;
	   my cup overflows.
	6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
	   all the days of my life,
	and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
  	 my whole life long.

Choral Call  	“Holy Ground”						Sandi Patty 
			https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pS2Okrg2QU0" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pS2Okrg2QU0

Verse 1
When I walk through the doors I sensed His presence
And I knew this was a place where love abounds
For this is a temple Jehovah God abides here
Oh we are standing in His presence on holy ground

(Chorus)
We are standing on holy ground
And I know that there are angels all around
Let us praise Jesus now
We are standing in His presence on holy ground

Verse 2
In His presence I know there is joy beyond all measure
And at His feet sweet peace of mind can still be found
For when we have a need, He is still the answer
Just reach out and claim it, we are standing on holy ground

(Chorus)
We are standing on holy ground
And I know, I know that there are angels all around
Let us praise Jesus now
For we are standing in His presence on holy ground
Holy holy holy Lord God Almighty
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee
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(Chorus)
We are standing on holy ground
And I know that there are angels all around
Let us praise Jesus now
For we are standing in His presence
We are standing in His presence 
We are standing in His presence on holy ground
We are standing in His presence on holy ground


Call to Worship (can be read as a responsive reading with others or as a reading for just you)
One:	God, sometimes, the days are long, the nights are even longer, and we’re so tired.
And then You soothe us and bring us to gentle places.
Many:	You are our shepherd, and we don’t need a thing.

One:	Sometimes, life is moving too fast, and we can’t find a moment to breathe.
And then You surround us with stillness and bring an even rhythm to our breath.
Many:	You are our shepherd, and we don’t need a thing.

One:	Sometimes, we’re parched, and it seems nothing will quench our thirst,
We’re famished and we can’t find anything to eat.
And then You refresh and fill us.
Many:	You are our shepherd, and we don’t need a thing.

One:	Sometimes, the valley is dark and the shadows are heavy and we’re afraid.
	But then we feel Your strength, and we have courage.
Many:	You are our shepherd, and we don’t need a thing.

One:	There are the times when it seems we’re up against the world,
Many:	You show those who push the hardest that You have called us to serve.
You touch us, and we are blessed.

One:	We will praise You and dwell with you forever, O God.
Many:	We will worship You this day and always!

Gathering Hymn		“I Sing the Mighty Power of God”			NCH 12
		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeSoE1Kmmv0

1 I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise, 
that spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies. 
We sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 
the moon shines full at his command, and all the stars obey. 

2 I sing the goodness of the Lord that filled the earth with food; 
he formed the creatures with his word and then pronounced them good. 
Lord, how your wonders are displayed, where'er we turn our eyes, 
if we survey the ground we tread or gaze upon the skies. 

3 There's not a plant or flower below but makes your glories known, 
and clouds arise and tempests blow by order from your throne; 
while all that borrows life from you is ever in your care, 
and everywhere that we can be, you, God, are present there. 

Prayer Of Gathering/Invocation
Magnificent God 
who sees all that we can see and everything that we cannot, 
we gather in awe of your vision that is broad and vast.  
Be with us now as we worship you.  
Awaken us to your holiness, 
inspire us with your creative power, 
and peel back our layers of anxiety and fear.  
Enliven us to trust fully in your love for us 
as we struggle and strive to be who you call us to be, 
in Christ’s holy name.  Amen.

Prayer of Confession
O Wise and Gracious God, 
we are each a small dot, a pixel, 
in the picture of your amazing creation.  
You have designed us to work together.  
And yet, we continue to separate ourselves, 
to live as if our strength lies in our individuality.  
We confess to you that we often find it easier to celebrate our solitude, 
to thrive on our individual gain, 
and to seek ways to lift ourselves above the canvas as more important than others.  
We pray that you will impress upon us your definition of “one” as together, 
and that we will seek both the ability and the courage 
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to move away from “one” that is each of us alone.  
Forgive us, we pray. 

Prayer Of Assurance
We thank you, O God, for your steadfast love and forgiveness.  
Guide us, we pray, through the life and love you show us in Jesus the Christ, 
in whose name we pray.  Amen.

Lectionary Texts		1 Samuel 16:1-13		Ephesians 5:8-14		John 9:1-41
1 Samuel 16:1-13
	Samuel Anoints David
16The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.’ 2Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’ 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ 5He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.’ 7But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’ 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of these.’ 11Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.’ 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Ephesians 5:8-14
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8For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— 9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
‘Sleeper, awake!
   Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.’

John 9:1-41
	A Man Born Blind Receives Sight
9As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ 9Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’ 12They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’
	The Pharisees Investigate the Healing
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ 16Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ 20His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 26They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ 28Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ 30The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ 34They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out.
	Spiritual Blindness
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ 36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.’ 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ 41Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains.

Message				Video Coming					         Pastor Dennis
Hymn				“This is a Day of New Beginnings”				      NCH 417
				https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqORaqZtC9w

This is a day of new beginnings, Time to remember and move on,
Time to believe what love is bringing, Laying to rest the pain that’s gone.
For by the life and death of Jesus, God’s mighty Spirit, now as then,
Can make for us a world of difference, As faith and hope are born again.
Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, Step from the past and leave behind
Our disappointment, guilt and grieving, Seeking new paths, and sure to find.
Christ is alive, and goes before us, To show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings; Our God is making all things new.
In faith we’ll gather round the table, To taste and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings; Our God is making all things new.*

Prayers for the People
	Pastor:	Holy One, as we live each day in the midst of possible invasion of a virus we 
			cannot see, pray that your people throughout the world may all be on guard 				watching out for one another. Lord in your mercy. . .
	Response:	Hear My Prayer
	Pastor:	There are so many issues and situations that cause division between your 				children, may we find a commonness in our desire for health. May we take 				seriously our individual roles in working for the good of all. Let us not horde out of 			fear and panic. Let us not use our common threat as a tool for judgement on 				powers or people. Lord, in your mercy . . .
	Response:	Hear my prayer
	Pastor:	God of hope and overcoming, fill us all with the reminder that your steadfast love 				endures forever even as we walk through valleys. Lord in your mercy . . .
	Response:	Hear my prayer
	Pastor:	Bless our congregation with wisdom as we sense a need of service in the midst 				of our need to follow rituals of cleansing and caution. Lord in your mercy . . 
	Response:	Hear my prayer
	Pastor:	Bless those of your children most vulnerable, with strength and safety. Lord in 				your mercy. . .
	Response:	Hear my prayer
	Pastor:	Lord may we remember always that we are not alone in life. Let us raise our 				voices with the voice of all your children in a community of common faith:
			Our Father who are in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 				thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 				bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 				against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 			the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen

Call for the Offering
God sees all things!  God sees our comings and our goings, 
our strengths and our weaknesses, our needs and our desires.  
God sees in us the potential we do not yet see in ourselves.  
I invite you to share your offerings and gifts 
out of the abundance that is God’s vision for us!

Sending our gifts and offerings to God
	(This would be the time to put your offering into an envelope and mail it to Gaylord UCC, Box 	385, Gaylord, MN 55334. Please remember the needs of your financial support for God’s on-	going work even as we do not gather for corporate worship.)

Choral Response 
	Praise God who brings us strength and health.
	Praise God the source of health as wealth.
	Praise God of calm and steadfast trust.
	Praise God who loves each one of us. Amen!

Blessing of First Fruits
All that we have, all that we give this day, Holy One, 
already belongs to you.  
Bless these, our gifts,
and give us vision 
to use them to glorify you.  Amen.


Sending Hymn		“God, Speak to Me, That I May Speak”				NCH 531
		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=APciDOi5ywU
	
	There is a one verse introduction in the Video!

	God, speak to me, that I may speak in living echoes of your tone;
	as you have sought, so let me seek your erring children lost and lone.

	O lead me, God, that I may lead some wanderers along life’s way; 
	O feed me so that I may feed your hungry ones without delay.

	O fill me with your fullness, God, your overflowing love to know;
	In glowing word and kindling thought, your love to tell, your praise to show.

	O use me, God, use even me just as you will, and when, and where,
	Until your blessed face I see, your rest, your joy, your glory share.
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Benediction (adapted from Ephesians 5: 9-14)
For once you were darkness, 
but now in the Lord you are light. 
Live as children of light!  
Seek that which is good and right and true, 
and try to live in a way that pleases God.  
Look to the light of God’s love shown to us in Jesus.  
Do not hide from it or ignore the struggles of the world 
but awaken to God’s call.  
Arise, O sleeper, and Christ will give you light!    

Choral Benediction	“Offering”								Andra Moran
		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdIUS4e7Chw" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdIUS4e7Chw 

	If you want me to lead, If you want me to follow, I will
	If you want me to go, if you want me to stay here, I will. I will give my all...

	If you want me to lead, If you want me to follow, I will
	If you want me to go, If you want me to stay here I will, I’ll give my all

	Here we are, Here we are, Here we are, An offering

	If you want me to grow or bloom where you plant me, I will
	If I should let go, or if you want me to hold on, I will.  I will give my all.l

	Here we are, Here we are, Here we are, an offering
	Sacrifice from me, you do not require, I delight to do your will.
	Here we are, Here we are, Here we are, an Offering.


The Peace of God Go With You!
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