Gaylord United Church of Christ
Dispersed to our own homes. Sheltering in Place.
Worshiping together in the Spirit of God.

Sixth Sunday after Easter
May 17, 2020
Meditation
Mother Teresa, 20th century
"There is a light in this world, a healing spirit more powerful than any darkness we may
encounter. We sometimes lose sight of this force when there is suffering, too much pain.
Then suddenly, the spirit will emerge through the lives of ordinary people who hear a call and
answer in extraordinary ways."
Prelude
Welcome and News of the Church
Weekly Devotion posted each Tuesday.
Digging Deeper begins Tuesday, May 19th

Sandy Wentzloff

The Call
Psalm 66:8-12
Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of God's praise be heard, who has kept us among the
living, and has not let our feet slip. For you we have been tested; we have been tried as silver is
tried. We have been caught in the net; burdens have been laid on our backs;
People ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; yet you have brought us out
to a spacious place. I will come into your house with burnt-offerings; I will pay you my vows, that
my lips uttered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.
Gathering Hymn:
Enter, rejoice, and come in.
Enter, rejoice and come in.
Today will be a joyful day;
Enter rejoice and come in.
Open your hearts everyone.
Open your hearts everyone.
Today will be a joyful day;
Enter rejoice and come in.

“Enter, Rejoice, and Come In”

NCH #73

Don’t be afraid of some change.
Don’t be afraid of some change.
Today will be a joyful day;
Enter rejoice and come in.

Call to Worship
Leader: We long for community and the Presence of God.
People: In whom we live and move and have our being.
Leader: This day Christ tells us that we will never be alone.
People: An Advocate will share our journey.
With whom we will live and create community and celebrate being.
Leader: May the ever present love of God be with you. And may the joy of Christ surround you.
People: May we know the presence of the Advocate as we gather in this community of
peace, continuing to share the cost of discipleship with deeds of bold mercy
and courageous justice.

ALL: As an Easter People following a Risen Lord, may the life of Jesus live on in us and
through us. Amen.
OPENING PRAYER
Still-speaking God, we have come here today for many reasons, each with our own story.
May these reasons and stories be immersed in your Sacred Story, finding ourselves caught up in
the drama and beauty of Jesus’ teachings, life, and ministry.
Through your Holy Spirit enable us to move boldly into the future and to fulfill the hope of love that
Jesus taught, even as we pray the prayer he taught us saying,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Gloria

Glory be to Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
Eternal life, Amen. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy Advocate,
it seems, at times, we forget that you know us at our very depth.
We become anxious and afraid that you are not with us, and that our lives have lacked
meaning and purpose. You have called us to great things, but we focus instead on what we
lack, rather than on Whose we are. By your mercy, help us to live out the commandments of
Christ beyond these walls, beyond this hour, and in so doing, may we become for the world
the very presence of justice, hope and peace.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
All of us have been created and called to be in community.
Know this, but more importantly, live this:
As God’s children we are loved and equipped for great ministry.
Follow Jesus’ commandment to love boldly as you are held in the grace and love of God.
LECTIONARY TEXT

John 14:15-21

[Jesus said:] "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and
he will be in you.
"I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but
you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love
me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to
them."
MESSAGE

“COMING ALONGSIDE”

John 14:15-21

PASTOR DENNIS

People of God, grace and peace to you in the name of the risen Christ. Amen.
Once again today, Gaylord United Church of Christ gathers for worship. Some are reading this sermon.
Others of you are watching the service on the church’s web site I’m thankful that we can still gather each
week around God’s Good News!

Because of all the other news that we are hearing these days, it is good that we can hear God’s news! As
we continue to journey with the Covid-19 virus, have you at times found yourself feeling as overwhelmed
and exhausted by the news lately as I have been? I want to be informed but sometimes the gravity and
uncertainty of this pandemic can get pretty heavy. What I have found uplifting however, are stories of
people reaching out and helping each other during this coronavirus. Let me share some stories that have
given me hope lately.
By day, Dr. Timothy Roach works in the M Health Fairview system screening patients for signs of the
coronavirus. Because of his work with coronavirus patients, by night, he is in isolation listening for the
sound of his children’s voices through the wall. His son two-year-old Thomas knows his father is in the
house, behind closed doors. “He understands that I am doing this to make other people’s lives better,”
Roach says, “I told him that other people would do the same.”
And then there is Andrea Pien, a 33-year-old high school counselor. She is working remotely now that
schools are closed. As a salaried worker, she doesn’t expect to be missing paychecks. And so, she
posted the following message on Nextdoor: “Hi neighbors, if you will be missing a paycheck, contract
work, or if money is tight for food and supplies, message me and I will send you 20 dollars, no questions
asked.” She also included a picture of her very large dog, Gus! So far, she has given away about $400 to
her neighbors and anticipates more to come. Pien is a member of Resource Generation, an organization
of young people who are committed to the equitable distribution of wealth, land and power.
And another story: In Ohio, someone recently went grocery shopping at an Aldi store. When they went to
grab a shopping cart, surprise! Someone had put a quarter in every cart, twenty of them! And the
kindness continued. Although shelves were quite empty, someone put the last loaf of bread in an elderly
lady’s cart, and another person let a father with two kids go to the front of the checkout line, which
extended to the very back of the store. As one woman was paying for her groceries, she was short on
money. The person behind her asked, “What do you need?” Before the woman could answer, the person
gave the cashier a fifty-dollar bill and inquired if this would be enough.
I’m not sharing these stories just because they’re the kind of feel-good news I think we also need to hear
at this time. I’m sharing these stories because they are stories of people reflecting the kind of love God
calls us to show one another. These are stories about people who practice compassion and love for
others, even when it is hard and costly for them.
Today’s gospel lesson opens with Jesus telling his disciples all he expects of them is that they embody
the same kind of love he has modeled for them throughout his ministry. The fourteenth chapter of John
begins a four-chapter section of his Gospel that scholars call the “Farewell Discourse.” It comes
immediately after the Last Supper but before Jesus is arrested. It’s a bit like the Last Lecture Series in
some colleges, where professors are asked what they would say if they knew it was their last chance to
speak. Here at the table, Jesus says the same thing over and over in different ways.
The central word is LOVE.
“If you love me you will keep my commandments.”
“A new commandment I give you, that you love one another as I have loved you.”
“Whoever does not love me does not keep my words.”
“I am giving you these commands so that you may have love one another.”
Jesus was calling his disciples, then and now, to live and love in ways that sometimes are not easy.
Loving like Jesus is certainly not something that we can do on our own. That’s why Jesus says he will
send the Spirit. The word John uses here for Spirit is paracletos- often translated “Advocate.” It can have
several meanings but overall, the most basic meaning of paracletos is to “come alongside another.” Christ
has promised to come along side us in the power and presence of the Holy Spirit, empowering us then to
come alongside of others.

When you come along side someone:
-if they stumble your immediate response is to try to catch them
-if riding in a car and you brake suddenly, your immediate response is to put out your arm to hold
them securely in the seat
-if you are walking along side someone and then began to cry, you immediately ask what is wrong
These are immediate responses because of the new spirit within us which makes us aware of those
beside us!
This reminds me of one my favorite hymns by Daniel Iverson (Spirit of the Living God):
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living, God fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
This is our prayer. To be God’s vessels of love, not only holding it within us, but pouring it out for others to
receive as we receive. I recently came across another verse of this hymn that continues the prayer
saying:
Spirit of the living God, move among us all; make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love:
humble, caring, selfless, sharing. Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love.
This is a great reminder of how we are to carry ourselves in love.
During this time, we witness the heroic acts of people who put their lives at risk to respond to the needs of
others. We call them first responders. Their actions to come along side others is nothing short of amazing.
Thank God for firefighters, paramedics, police officers and correction officers. Their actions as they walk
along side and on behalf of other people are nothing short of amazing. Yet, truthfully, aren’t we all first
responders? Aren’t we all called to be first responders, armed with kindness, compassion, empathy and
love for others? As Mr. Rogers once said, “We live in world in which we need to share responsibility. It’s
easy to say, ‘It’s not my child, not my community, not my problem.’ Then there are those who see the
need and respond. I consider those people my heroes.” Isn’t that the truth? What we need in our world
right now is not more division, fear, confusion or self-centeredness. What we need are more and more
people finding themselves in God’s love and then reaching out in that love to others.
One last story: A six-year-old girl from Minnesota, Cameron Brundidge, has a brother, Brandon, who has
crippling anxiety because of his autism diagnosis. Watching the news, Brandon would start to tense up
with anxiety. What did Cameron do? She grabbed her brother’s hands and started teaching him a Bible
verse, 2 Timothy 1:7, to help him overcome his fear: “But God did not give me a spirit of fear, but a spirit
of power, love and a sound mind.” Cameron was a “paraclete” to her brother- she came alongside of him.
Might we, we function as “paracletes” to each other by coming alongside of each other not only during
times of crisis but always? Might we, in this way, become communities of the Spirit? Might we, in fact,
recognize that in coming alongside each other we are loving Jesus most fully by conforming our lives to
his and keeping his commandment above all commandments: Love God and love others!

HYMN

“CALLED AS PARTNERS IN CHRIST’S SERVICE”

NCH #495

CALLED AS PARTNERS IN CHRIST’S SERVICE, CALLED TO MINISTRIES OF GRACE,
WE RESPOND WITH DEEP COMMITMENT FRESH NEW LIVES OF FAITH TO TRACE.
MAY WE LEARN THE ART OF SHARING, SIDE BY SIDE AND FRIEND WITH FRIEND,
EQUAL PARTNERS IN OUR CARING TO FULFILL GOD’S CHOSEN END.
THUS NEW PATTERNS FOR CHRIST’S MISSION, IN A SMALL OR GLOBAL SENSE
HELP US BEAR EACH OTHER’S BURDENS, BREAKING DOWN EACH WALL OR FENCE.
W ORDS OF COMFORT, WORDS OF VISION, WORDS OF CHALLENGE, SAID WITH CARE,
BRING NEW POWER AND STRENGTH FOR ACTION, MAKE US COLLEAGUES, FREE AND FAIR.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
LEADER: LORD IN YOUR MERCY
THREE FOLD AMEN

RESPONSE: HEAR OUR PRAYER

AMEN, AMEN, A-A-A- A-MEN

CALL TO OFFERING
Today we call upon you as Children of God to share in the love and work of Jesus.
We, as the gathered Church, the Body of Christ, continue in our day to witness and work
on behalf of our Lord, returning our gifts, tithes and offerings.
(TITHES AND OFFERINGS MAY BE DROPPED OFF AT THE OFFICE ON WEDNESDAYS
OR MAILED TO BOX 385, GAYLORD, MN 55334)
OFFERTORY PRAYER
May these gifts, O God, become action and intention, fulfilling Christ’s commandment
to love. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING”
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GO, MY CHILDREN WITH MY BLESSING, NEVER ALONE;
WAKING, SLEEPING, I AM WITH YOU, YOU ARE MY OWN;
IN MY LOVE’S BAPTISMAL RIVER I HAVE MADE YOU MINE FOREVER,
GO, MY CHILDREN WITH MY BLESSING, YOU ARE MY OWN.
GO, MY CHILDREN, FED AND NOURISHED, CLOSER TO ME;
GROW IN LOVE AND LOVE BY SERVING, JOYFUL AND FREE;
HERE MY SPIRIT’S POWER FILLED YOU, HERE WITH TENDER COMFORT STILLED YOU;
GO, MY CHILDREN, FED AND NOURISHED, JOYFUL AND FREE.
BENEDICTION
Now go back into the world from which you have come and let love be true and freely given.
And may you be encouraged and blessed by the Advocate whose love warms and surrounds
you like the sun, believing that God is with us always, as close as our beating hearts. Amen.
Postlude

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Remember in Prayer: Cheryl Anderson and Karen Culbert’s sister, Beatrice Trout, in Hospice at Oak
Terrace, Phil Keithahn, Bill Cowell, Eunice Gasow, Aggie Schue, Howard Armstrong’s brother Greg
Armstrong. We pray for others who have been ill or are home bound and those at Oak Terrace and
Golden Hearts. We pray for health and healing for all people everywhere since everyone is affected by
this virus in some way. We pray with anticipation for the day we can all gather again with our church
family. Pray for the ministries of our church. Pray for those serving in the military and for our local and
national leaders.
Our sympathy and prayers to Susan and Gary Schmitt on the passing of Susan’s father.
If you have a prayer request or would like to receive a call from Pastor Dennis
call his office at 237-2595 (leave a private voice mail) or his cell 763-258-3371.

Giving our Gifts to God:
Tithes and Offerings can be sent to Gaylord United Church of Christ P.O. Box 385
Gaylord, MN 55334 or dropped by the church office on Wednesday between 10a.m. – 4p.m.
Pastor Dennis is usually in the office each Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
He can be reached at the office, 237-2595 (private voice mail) or his cell: 763-258-3371.
E-mail: dmckee545@gmail.com

Website at listen2god.org

 You can view the Service online by Friday or Saturday each week.
Click on the link to view Service at: https://listen2god.org/weekly-message/
 UCC Church Directories are available for pickup inside the north door each
Wednesday.
 Weekly devotional available each Tuesday at: www.listen2God.org/worship/devotionals
 Digging Deeper with Dennis begins: Tuesday, May 19 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom.
We will be discussing the book “When Christians Get it Wrong.” The book is not
required to participate. An email invitation will be sent out before that date.
Follow the code in the invitation to join the video conversation. a phone call-in number
will be provided as well.

How to protect yourself & others:
Know how it spreads.
The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed to this virus.





The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person.
Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet).
Through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes or talks.
These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the
lungs.
 Some recent studies have suggested that COVID-19 may be spread by people who are not showing
symptoms.
Everyone Should Wash your hands often
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have been in a
public place or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.
 If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover
all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry.
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
 Avoid close contact with people who are sick, even inside your home. If possible, maintain 6 feet between
the person who is sick and other household members.
Put distance between yourself and other people outside of your home.
 Remember that some people without symptoms may be able to spread virus.
 Stay at least 6 feet (about 2 arms’ length) from other people.
 Do not gather in groups.
 Stay out of crowded places and avoid mass gatherings.
 Keeping distance from others is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick.
 Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others.
 Cover coughs and sneezes.
 Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily.

