GAYLORD UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Fourth Sunday of Advent - Love
December 20, 2020
MEDITATION
“There are many of us that are willing to do great things for the
Lord, but few of us are willing to do little things.” – D.L. Moody
Welcome and News of the Church
Statement of Welcome
No matter who I am, No matter where I am on life’s journey, I am welcome here.
No matter who you are, no matter where you are on life’s journey, You are
welcome here!
Statement of Purpose
One: Who are you?
One: What does that mean?
One: Then what will you do?

All:
All:
All:

I am a beloved child of God!
I am a person of worth to be valued!
I will live a life of Love and Acceptance of
myself and all God’s people!

OUR VIDEO CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE WILL BE AVAILABLE DEC 24 ON FACEBOOK AND THE WEBSITE.
NEXT SUNDAY, DEC 27, WILL BE A CHRISTMAS HYMN SING WITH MEDITATIONS ON THE HYMNS.
The Call
Lamentations 3:21-26
But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
‘The LORD is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’
The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.
It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.
Prelude

Sandy Wentzloff

Light the Advent Candles:
One:

O Holy One, we light this fourth candle,
And marvel at your desire to be one with us.
Let its flame summon hearts grown cold into the warmth of a people living in
The Light of Love.
Fill our lives with Love, making room there for friends and strangers,
all who desire to know you, God with us,
As we work for justice and peace in the service of Hope.

People: God be with us in this Light of Love.
Hymn Response
Refrain:
Verse:

“Christ Be Our Light”
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts, Shine through the darkness
Christ be our light! Shine in your Church gathered today.
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see.

Refrain:
Verse:
Refrain:
Call to Worship
One:
People:
One:
People:
One:
People:
Gathering Hymn

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts, Shine through the darkness
Christ be our light! Shine in your Church gathered today.
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. Make us your living voice.
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts, Shine through the darkness
Christ be our light! Shine in your Church gathered today.
Sing out, my soul! Sing of the holiness of God:
Who has delighted in humanity; lifted up the poor, satisfied the hungry,
given voice to the silent, and grounded the oppressor.
God has blessed the full-bellied with emptiness,
And given the gift of tears to those who have never wept;
God has desired the darkness of the womb, and inhabited our flesh—
Sing of the longing of God:
Sing out, my soul!
“Now Bless the God of Israel”
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Now bless the God of Israel, who comes in love and power, who raises from the royal house
deliverance in this hour. Through holy prophets God has sworn to free us from alarm, to save
us from the heavy hand of all who wish us harm.
Remembering the covenant, God rescues us from fear, that we might serve in holiness and
peace from year to year; And you, my child, shall go before to preach, to prophesy, that all
may know the tender love, the grace of God most high.
In tender mercy, God will send the dayspring from on high, our rising sun, the light of life for
those who sit and sigh. God comes to guide our way to peace, that death shall reign no more.
Sing praises to the Holy One! O worship and adore!
INVOCATION
ONE: O Wondrous God,
send your Messenger to us today with a word of grace
if we are fearful, move us to Confidence.
If we are weary, offer us Rest.
If we are empty, fill us with Hope.
We have been searching for you far away;
Let us find you at home in our midst,
Changing hearts and minds
Urging us to join your work of Love.
We pray in the name of the One who is coming,
Jesus, the Christ.
All: Amen.
CONFESSING OUR HUMANNESS
Do not be afraid, said Gabriel, surprising Mary and confronting her with the decision of
her life. Do not be afraid, God is with you.
2020 has confronted many of us with life-changing circumstances and decisions.
We know fear from the inside out.
In this moment, ponder that fear. Name it, if you can, at least to yourself.
Silence

Continue to ponder, and if you can, try to name where you may hear God calling:
Do not be afraid.
Silence
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Our God, who has been with the people since the beginning,
is with us now offering grace that is more than we can ask or imagine.
God’s love frees us from the past,
and helps us move forward into a new future.
Let us thank God-with-Us, Emmanuel, for faithful love.
GLORIA
Glory be to Creator, and to the Christ and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be
Eternal life! Amen. Amen.
LECTIONARY TEXT

Luke 1:26-38

26 In

the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored!
The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting
this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with
God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered,
“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the
holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have
a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For
no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me
be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
MESSAGE

“CHRISTMAS THROUGH the EYES of MARY”

During a pastor visit, a three-year old climbed in the lap of a pastor and whispered, “I know a secret!”
The pastor asked, “will you tell me your secret?” “Yes,” the little fellow giggled delightedly, “But
mustn’t tell my mamma.” When the pastor promised not to tell, the boy blurted out, “My momma is
going to have a baby. But don’t tell, Me and Daddy want her to be surprised.”
Would you be surprised if someone told you that you were going to have a baby? The men and
children listening today are saying “That leaves me out!” Women over 50 are saying, “Who do you
think you are kidding?” But when the angel Gabriel interrupts Mary’s life and tells her that she is going
to have a baby, Mary is greatly surprised.
She’s a young unmarried teenager- maybe 14 or 15 years old. She’s engaged and waiting for her
wedding day. And then all of a sudden, she’s visited by this angel who announces that she- Mary- is
going to bear God’s son. Her reaction is one of great surprise. In fact, the Greek word used here says
that upon hearing this news, Mary was petrified- she is greatly troubled and questions, “How can this
be?”

When you think about it, what is surprising is not just the fact that Mary a virgin would be having a
child, but even more surprising is that God chose Mary to bear the Christ child. God didn’t choose a
royal princess or a holy priestess, but a plain and, at least to the world’s eyes, utterly insignificant
young girl. Nobody would have expected this.
Mary is loved throughout Christendom, because she stands for all of us, all of us who have no right to
expect God’s attentions and favor and yet were surprised to discover that God has chosen, called,
addressed and honored each one of us.
There is an ancient story that comes from the Middle East. It seems a man was talking with a friend
about his love life. “I thought I had found the perfect woman,” he said. “She was beautiful and had the
most pleasing features a man could imagine. She was exceptional in every way, except she had not
knowledge. So, I traveled further and met a woman who was both beautiful and intelligent. But alas,
we could not communicate. After further travels, I met a woman who had everything: a perfect mind
perfect intelligence, great beauty, and all the features I was looking for, but….” ”What happened?”
asked the friend who was listening, “why didn’t you marry her at once?” “Ah, well,” the man replied,
“as luck would have it, she was looking for the perfect man!?”
The Good News is that God has fallen in love with a world. And when God begins to look for us, God
is not looking for perfection. God chooses ordinary-everyday people. God loves the not-so-lovable
and the not-all-put-together. Again, Mary is loved because she stands for all of us.
And when you think about it, this surprising choice of God isn’t limited to Mary but rather is a theme of
the whole of Luke’s story of the nativity. Because no one would have imagined the shepherds would
have been chosen as the first audience to hear of the Christ child’s birth, We tend to romanticize
shepherds, but most people in the first century would have found nothing romantic about them. At the
bottom of the socio-economic ladder, dirty and smelly from their work, with no social standing to
speak of, shepherds were just a rung above outcasts. Yet the angels don’t appear to those at the
great Temple in Jerusalem or to the well-to-do of Bethlehem, but to the shepherds. The last people
anyone would have expected.
And of course, we want to realize that this is the paradigm for most of the biblical story. Why did God
choose the Jewish nation and not one with greater armies or territory? Why the strange assortment of
character that become prophets? Why the old and childless Abraham and Sarah? Why the
mischievous if not downright crooked Jacob? Why the adulterous King David? Why?
Well, the list goes right on down, all the way until you get to you and to me. For all of us who in a few
days will celebrate Christmas, let’s be honest, we are all a motley crew! We don’t have our lives
together as we should, or ever as we’d like. We are people with mixed hopes and also fears. We
have moments of faith and an equal number of moments of failing. We are people with very little to
boast about and often much to confess. Once again, this year, we will come to Christmas as those
with no more right to expect God’s attention, let alone God’s favor, than Mary and the shepherds.
And yet, even though we should not expect God’s attention, we are those who are called, honored,
addressed and elevated. We are, because of God’s mercy, God’s own beloved daughters and sons.
We are God’s beloved children. And the whole of the Christmas story- as well as Jesus’s life, death
and resurrection- is intended to assure us of God’s love and presence so that we might turn and
share that good news with others.

It’s a miracle that God choose Mary to be the mother of Jesus. But what’s also miraculous is that
Mary was open. She was petrified and troubled by the news from the Angel Gabriel, but yet she was
open to God and what God was doing. And she expressed her willingness in these words to God:
“Here I am, the servant of the Lord. Let it be to me according to your will.”
May we be open anew this Christmas season. We’ve heard the Christmas story before. But as we
hear it again this week, I pray that it will surprise us once more when we realize that in the birth of
Jesus, we ourselves are reborn as children of God, children, St. John writes, “who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.”
Thanks be to God for Mary- the mother our Lord. And above all, thanks be to God for the new life
which is for all people in Jesus, the Christ. Amen.
Hymn

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
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Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming as men of old have sung.
It came, a flower bright, Amid the cold of winter, when half-gone was the night.
Isaiah 'twas foretold it, The Rose I have in mind: With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind. To show God's love aright, She bore to men a Savior
When half-gone was the night.
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses and we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For you are the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
THREE FOLD AMEN

“AMEN, AMEN, A-A-A-AMEN”

CALL TO OFFERING
In struggle and in joy, God is faithful to us.
We bring forth our offerings – our tithes, our treasures, our least coins –
to demonstrate our faithfulness to God.
DEDICATION
People: O Faithful One, accept these gifts of our hearts and hands.
May they be multiplied and magnified as the living presence of Christ
in the world. Amen.
HYMN
“COME, O LONG-EXPECTED JESUS”
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set all people free;
From our fears and sins release us, grant us your true liberty.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth impart;
Dear desire of every nation, enter every longing heart.
Born thy people to deliver, born a child, you come to reign,
Born to rule on earth forever, come be known to us again.
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BENEDICTION
ONE: Let us go forth without fear, creating in our lives a space for the One who longs to dwell
with us, to share our lives, and bless our world, and lead us into the Kin-dom of Justice
and Peace.
ALL: Amen.
Closing Song:
“Spirit Song”
O let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love
Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul,
O let him have the things that hold you, and his Spirit like a dove
will descend upon your life and make you whole.
Refrain: Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs
POSTLUDE
Sandy Wentzloff
______________________________________________________________________
Remember in Prayer: Jim Peterson, Bill Walsh, Greg Armstrong (Howard’s brother), Dick Carlson,
Bill and Nancy Cowell, Eunice Gasow, and Aggie Schue. We pray for health and healing for all
people. Pray especially for those serving on the front lines caring for those with COVID-19.
Pray for the ministries of our church. Pray for those serving in the military and for our local and
national leaders.
If you have a prayer request or would like to receive a call from Pastor Dennis
call his office at 237-2595 (leave a private voice mail) or his cell 763-258-3371
Pastor Dennis is usually in the office each Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. He can be reached at the office, 237-2595 (private voice mail) or his cell:
763-258-3371. E-mail: dmckee545@gmail.com  Website at listen2god.org
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please remember how important your financial support of the ministry of Gaylord United Church
of Christ is, especially in this time. We pray for wisdom of leaders, the support of us all
in doing what we can to suppress the spread of corona virus, and the safety of all our
friends, families, and people of the world. God is Good, all the time.
Tithes, Offerings, From the Heart Offering and Pledges can be sent to Gaylord United Church of Christ
P.O. Box 385 Gaylord, MN 55334. You can also donate on our website listen2god.org
or drop off at the church office on Wednesday between 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Our From the Heart Offering in December goes to Christmas Fund.
 Women’s Fellowship is selling dish cloths. Cost is $1.00 each.
 Mission Board is sponsoring “Coats for Kids” Bring your donations of gently used or
new winter wear to church until the end of the year.

We invite you to join us for our Virtual
Christmas Eve Service on Thursday, December 24th
You can view the service any time that day on Facebook or our
Website listen2god.org

